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Constitution of Massachusetts 


A constitution or frame of government agreed upon by the delegates 
of the people of Massachusetts-Bay, in convention, begun and held 
at Cambridge, on the first of SefAember 1779, and coiitinued by 
adjournment, ta the secvid of March, 1780: 

PREAMBLE, 

THE end of the institution, maintenance, and administration 0 
government, ts, to secure the existence of the body politic, to pro- 
tect it, and to furnish the individuals who compose it, with the pow- 
er of enjoying in safety, and tranquility, their natural rights, and 
the blessings of life: and whenever these great objects are not ob- 
tained, the people have a right toalter the goversaiienit. and to take 
measures necessary for their safety, prosperity, and happiness. 

The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of idivi- 
dunls. Itis a social compact, by which the whole people cove- 
nants with exch citizen, and each citizen with the whole people. 
that all stall be governed by ecrtain laws for the common good.— 
ht is the duty of the prople, therctore, m framing a constitution of 
government, to provide for an equitable mode of making laws, as 
well as for an impartial interpretation,and a faithful execution of 
them ; that every nan may, at all times, find his security in them. 

We, thcretore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging, with 
grateful hearts, the goodness of the great legislator of the universe, 
in affording us, in tbe course of his providence, an opportunity, 
deliberately and pevevably, without trand, violence or surprise, of 
entering into an oreinal, explicit, and solemn compact with each 
other ; and of forming a new constitution of civil government, for 
ourselves aud posterity: and devoutly imploring his direction in so 
jnteresting adesign, do arree upon, ordain and establish, the fol- 
lowing declaration of rights, and frame of government, as the 
constitution of the commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


~ 


PART I.—A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 
Of the Inhabitants of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Art. 1. All menave born free and equal, aud have certain natu. 
ral, essential, avd unalienable rights: among which may be reck- 
oned the right of enjoying and defending their lives and liberties ; 
that of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property ; in fine, 
that of seehing and obtaining their safety and happiness. 

I]. It is the mpght.as well as the duty, ofall men in society, pub- 
licly and at stated seasons, to worship the Supreme Being, the 
great creator and preserver of the universe. And no subject shall 
be hurt, molested, or restrained in his person, liberty or estate, tor 
worshipping God in the tnanter and sexsons most ayreeable to the 
dictates of his own conscience ; or for his religious profession or 
sentiments—provided he doth not disturb the publie peace, or ob- 
struct others in their religious worship. 

Ill. As the happiness of a people,and the good order and pre- 


hereafter, be by them expressly delegated to the United States of 
America, in congress assembled. — ’ a 

Ali power residing ovigiually in the people, and being derive 
from hen, the several magistrate 8, and officers of pagar ay 
vested with authority, whether legislative; exechtiye or jucierad, 
are their substitutes and agents, and are at ail times aceountatille 
to thein. ots ; 

Vi. No manor corporation,or assoc’ation of men distinet from those 
of the community have any other ttle to obtain advantages.or partie 
cular and exclusive privileges, than what arises from the copsidera- 
tion of services rendered to the public. And this tle beitig, ia a2 
j ture, neither hereditary, nor transiissible to children or descene 
dants or relations of blood, the idea of a man born a magistrate, law- 
giver, or judge, is absurd and unnatural. h 

VIL. Government is instituted for the common good ; for the 
protection, safety, prosperity and happiness of the people 5 and not 
tur the profit, honor, or private interest of any one man, family ox 
any one class of men. ‘Therefore, the people alone have an mcon- 
testible, unalienable, and indefeasible right, to mshtute government, 
and to reform, alter, or totally change the same, whea their protec- 
tion, safety, prosperity and happiness require it. j 

VILL. In order to prevent those, who are vested with authority 
from beeoming oppressors, the people have a right, at such periods 
and in such manner as they shall establish by the frame of govern 
ment, to cause their public officers to return to private life: and 
to fill up vacant places, by certain and regular elections and ap- 
jlnunernts. j ‘ 
IX. All elections ought to be free; and all the inhabitants of 
this commonwealth, having such qualifications as they shall esta- 
blish by their frame of government, have au equal right to clcet 
officers, and to be elected for public employments. 

X. Eachindividual of the society has a rmght to be protected by 
it, inthe enjoyment ofhis life, liberty and property, according to 
the standing laws. He is obliged consequently, to contribute his 
share, to the expense ofthis protection ; to give his personal ser- 
Vice,or an eguivalent when necvssary.————But no part of tlie 
property of any individual can, with justice, be taken from hina, 
or applicd to the public use, without his owit Consent, or that of 
the representative body of the people of the peo In fine, the 
people of this commonwealth are not controllable by any other 
jaws, than those to which their constitutional representative body 
have given their consent. And whenever the public emgencies 
require, that the property of any individual should be appropriat- 
ed to’ public uses, he shall receive a reasonable “compensation 
therefor. ; 
XI. Every subjectofthe commonwealth ought to find a certain 
remedy, by having recourse to the laws for all iajuries or wrongs 
Which he may receive in his person, property or character. : He 
ought to obtain right and justice freely, and without being obliged 
to pureliase it—completely, and without any denial—promptly and 





servation of civil gzovernment,essentially depend upon piety,religion 
and morality ; and as these camot be generally diffused through} 
the community, but by the imstitution of a publie worship of God, | 
and of public institutions in piety, religion and morahty : Phere-| 
fore, to promote their happiness, and to secure the good order aud| 

reservation of their government, the people of this commonwealth 


Without delay—conformaLiy to the laws. 

XL. No person shall be held to answer for any crime or offence 
until the same is fully and plainly, substantially and formally, 
described to him; or be compelled to aceuse or furnish evidence 
against himself, And every person shall ‘have a right to produce 
all proofs, that may be faverable to fin ; to meet the withesses 









































lave a right to invest theirlegislature with power to authorise and | against him, face to face. and be fully heard ia his defenec, by 
require, and the legislature shall, from time to time, authorise and | himself or his counsel, at his election. _And no person shall be rr 
require the several towns, parisi:es, precincts and other bodies po- {rested, imprisoned, or despoiled, or deprived ol his proper ty, immu- 
litie, or religious societies, to make suitable provision, at their own /nities, or privileges, put out of the protection of the law, exiled or 







expence, fur the institution of the public worship of God, and for 
the support and maintenance of public protestaut teachers of pie 
ty, religion and morality, in all cases, where such provision shall 
not be made voluntarily. 

All the people of the commonwealth have also a right to, and 
do, invest their legislature with authority, to enjoin upon all the 
subjects, an attendance upon the instructions of the public teach- 
ers, as aforesaid, at stated times and seasons, if there be any one | 
ee instructions they can conscientiously and conveniently at-! 
tend :— 

Provided, notwithstanding, that the several towns, parishes, pre 
cinets, and the other bodies politic, or religious societies, shall, at 
ail times, have the exclusive right of electing their public teachers, 
andof contracting with tiem, for their support aud maintenance. 

All monies, pair’ by the subject, to the support of public wor- 
ship, and of the public teachers aforesaid, shall, if he require it, be 
umitornly applied to the support of the public teacher, or teachers 
of his own religious sect or denomination, provided there be any, 
on whose instructions he attends, otherwise it may be paid towards 
the support of the teacher, or teachers, of the parish, or precinct, 
im which the said monies are raised. 

And every denomination of christians, demeaning themselves 
peaceably, and as good subjects of the commonwealth, shall be 
equally under the prote¢tion of the law: and no subordination of 
oa sect, or denomination to another, shall ever be established by 
aWe 

lV. The 
sive right o 
Pendent stat 








ople of this commonwealth have the sole and exclu- 
govermng themselves, as a free, sovereign, and inde- 
e: and do, and forever hereafter shall, exercise and en- 


Vou. RYT. 


deprived of his life, liberty or estate, but by the judgment of his 
peers, or the law of the land. ; 

And the legislature skall not make any law, that shall subject 
any person toa capital or infanious punishnieiit (excepting tor 
the government of the army and navy) ‘ ithout trial by jury. 

X11. In criminal prosecutions, the verilication of facts, in the 
viciaity where they happen, is one of the greatest seturitics of the 
life, hberty and property of the citizen. 

XIV. Every person has a right to be secure from all unreasona 
ble searches,and seizures, uf iis person, bis houses, his papers, and 
all his possessions. All warrauts, theretore, are contrary to this 
right, if the cause or foundation of them be not previously support- 
ed by oath or affirmation ; andif the order, in a warrant toa civil 
officer, to make search in ail suspected places, or te arrest One or 
more suspected persons, or to seize their property, be not accom- 
panied with a special designation of the persuns or objects of 
search, arrest, or seizure. And no warrant ought tc be issued, but 
in such cases, and with the formalities, prescribed by the laws. — 

XV. In all controversies concerning property. and m all suits 
between two or more persons, (except in Cases, 2 which it has 
heretofore been otherwise used and practised) the partics have a 
right toa trial by a jury; and this method of procedure shal] be 
held sacred ; unless, in cases arising on the high seas, md such as 
relate to nariner’s wages, the legislature shall bereafter find it ne- 
eessary to alter it. ; ; 

XVi. The liberty of the press is essential te the security of free- 


idomin a state; it ought not, therefore, to be, restrained in this 
' “ 


" 


JOY, every power, jurisdiction and right, which f not, or may uot, commondeftnde. Antlas, in time of peuce, armies are 


ommonwealth. 
XVIL. The le have a right to keep and to bear arms for the 
‘es dangsi'ous 
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to liberty, they ought not to be maintained, without the consent /against the said bill or resolve, shall be ent-red upon the public 
of the legislature ; and the military power shall always be held in | records of the commonwealth. 
exact subordination to the civil authority, and be governed by it. And in order to prevent unnecessary delays, if ary bill or resolve 
XVII. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of} shall not be returned by the governor within five days, after it 
the Constitution, aud a constant adherence to those of piety, jus-|shall have been presented, the same shall have the force of a 
tee, moderation, temperance, industry, and frugality, are abso- tlaw. 
lutely necessary to preserve the advantages of liberty, and to main-| LIL, The general court shall forever havé full power and au- 
tain atree government. ‘Che people ought, consequently, to have | thority to erect and constitute judicatories, and courts of record, or 
a particular attention to all those principles in the choice of their | other courts, to be held in the name of the commonwealth, for the 
officers and representatives; aud they have a right to require of} he: ring, trying and dcetermiming, of all mamner of crimes, offences, 
their law-givers and iiagistraies, an caact aud conusiant obstrvauce | pleas, processes, platits, actions, matters, causes, and things what- 
of thein, im the formation and ex .ution of all laws, necessary for | soever arising or happening within the commonwealth,or between 
the good adingnistration of the commoawealth. or concerning persons inhabiting or residing, or brought, within 
XIX. The people bavea right, in an orderly and peaceable | tiie same; wicether the same be erininal or “Givil, or whether the 
manner, to assemble to consult tpouthe common good; give in-! said crimes be capital or not cApital, and whether the said pleas be 
structions to the representatives : and to request of the legislative | real, personal or mixed ; and for the awarding and making out of ex- 
batty, by the way of addresses, petitions or remonstranees, redress | ecution thereupon: to which courts and judieatories, are heredy 
of the wrongs done them, and of the grievances they suffer. given and granted, full power and authority, from time to time, to 
XX. The power of suspending the hws, or the execution of the | administer oaths or affirmations, tor the bitter discovery of truth 











‘haws, ought never to be exercised, but by the legislature ;or by au- | in any matter in controversy or depending hetore then. 


thority derived from it, to be exercised in sueh particular eases} IV. Andfurther, full power and authority are hcreby given ant 
only, as the legislature shall expressly provide tor. granted to the said general court, from time to time, to make, ordain, 
XXI. The treedom of deliberation, speech, and debate, in either | and stabtish, all manner of wholesoine and reasonable orders, laws, 
house of the legislature, is so esseiutial to the rights of the people, | statutes and ordinates, directions and instructions, either with pen 
Bhat it cannot be the foundation of any accusation or prosecution, | altics or without (so as the same be net repugnant or contrary to 
action, or complaint, im any other court or piace whatsoever. this constitution) as they shall judge to befor the good and weltare 
XXII. ‘Phe legislature ought frequently to assemble, for the re- | of this commonweaith, and for the government and ordering there- 
dress of grievances, for correcting, strengthening, and eonfirming | of; and of the citizens of the same, and fur the necessary support and 
thy Jaws, and for making new laws, as the common good may re-| ‘ef -nee of the government thereof; and to nameand settle annually, 
nive. ; : ; : or provide by fi xed laws, for the naming and settling all civil officers, 
XXHI. No subsidy, charge, tax, impost, or duties, ought to be| within the ‘said commonweatth, the election and constitution oi 
established, fixed, lad, or Jevied, under any pretext whatever,| whow are not hereafter, in this form of government, otherwise 
without the consent of the peuple, or their representatives in the provided for; and to sct fourth the several duties, powers and himits 
ee Ie EE EE POE. , a . ‘ ot the several pik gn military officers of this commonwealth, and 
Al). i.aws, made to nush for actions, done befor 1 eXiSt- » fi ; of *h oO: ions s respectiy - 
euce of such lows, and which have not deen dctided exinies by bare! Gisen.aliesar an poder ong ove Se wlvae oa ha 
ae e ° ° ° ° ! y! ' 
preceding laws, are uljust, oppressive, and inconsistent with the | places, so as the same be not repugnant or contrary to this consti- 
Tundamental principles of a iree government. : /tution: and to impose and levy proportiogal and reasonable as- 
SAY. No person ought in any case, orm any time, to be de- | sessments, rates, and taxes upon alithe insabitants of, and persons 
ciared cunbty oF treasou or felony by the legislature. ‘yvesident, and estates lying, within the suid commonwealth ; and 
KRAVE. No magistrate, or court of Jaw, shall demand excessive | also to Hnpose and levy, reasonable duties and excises upon any 
bail or sureties, impose excessive fines, or inflict cruel or unusual | produce, goods. wares, merchandises and cotumodities whatsoever, 
prnnishincnts. : i brought imto, produced, manufactured, or being withm the saine, 
XXVLL. In time of peace, no soldier ought to be quartered in | to be issued and €isposed of by warrant under the haud of the go- 
any hotse, Without the consent of the owner; and in time of war, | ycrnor of this commonwealth for the time being. with the advice 
such quarters onght not to be made, but by the civil magistrate, in | and consent of the council, for the public service, in the necessary 
manner ordained by the legislature. : defeuce and support of the government of the said commonwealti:, 
aay wir tang ons se poe ae pitt law ech and the protection and ie hy» of the pec oer accord: 
or to ally ponaities OT pains, Dy Virtue Of that law, (except thise line to such acts as are or shall be in force within the sanie, 
employed in the army or navy, and except the militia ia actual hid while the public charges of government, or any part there- 
ge: yay 4 ha tas enanited - sehen of of, shall “9 assessed "7 polls and estates in ys tanner that has 
the is Essent: e preservahon of the rights of every | hither nN practised; 1 ile at such assessments may be 
individual, his life, liberty, property and character, that there be ie ney wah Seidlay thst shall be - vaitintion OF cuntts seithin 
upartial interpretation of the laws, and administration of justice.| the commonwealth taken anew once in every ten years, at the 
St is the right of every ciuzen, to be tried by sndges, as free, impar-| least. and as much oftencr as the general court shall order. 
tiatand independent, as the lot of humanity wilfadmit. It is, there- ; sa ' 
fare, notonly the best policy, but for the seenrity of the rights of CHAP. 1. skCT. 11.— Senate. 
the people, and of every citizen, that the Judges of the supreme| Art. I. There shaJl be annually elected by the freeholders anv 
judicial court should hold thir offices as loug as they behave | other inhabitants of this commonwealth, qualified as im this con - 
themselves well ; and that they should have honorable salaries, as- | stitution is provided, forty persons to be counsellors and senators ior 
eertained ard established by standing laws. , the year ensuing thew election: to be chosen by the inhabitants of 
XXX. In the government of this commonwealth, the legislative | the districts into which the commonwealth nay, from time to tine, 
department shall never exercise the executive and judicial powers, | be divided by the general court, for that purpose. And the genc- 
or either of them: the executive shall never exercise the legisla: | tal Court, in assigning the numbers to be elected by the represemta- 
tive and judicial powers. or cithev ofthem : the jndicial shall never | tive districts, shall gover: themselves by the proportion of the 
exercise the legislative and exceutive powers, or either of them :| pubic taxes paid by the said districts: and timely mathe known te 
to the end, that it may be a government of laws,and netof men. | the inhabitants of the he a ath, the hmis of ench district, 
Same ii. baMk oF 2O6YEhuNEW? fand et gc tmong nae aang he ares oR a n — 
‘The people imhabitine tbe territory formerly called the Pro- berate and bathe Gietriet be etaty " saidedisaidee 
vines of Massachusetts Bay, do hereby solemnly and mutually | choose more than six senators. 
agr « with each other, to form themselves into a free, sovereign} And the several countics in this commonwealth shall, until th: 
and independent body-politic, or state, by the name of, TAe common- | general court shall dete rinine if necessary to alter the said dis- 
wealth of Massachusetts. itricts, he districts for choice of counsellors and senators (exeep* 
ithat the counties of Dukes county and Nantucket, shall form one 
CHAP. I-—-THE LEGISLATIVE POWER. i district for that purpos-) and shall elect the following number for 
Soc lL—Th, General Cour counsellors and senators, viz? Suffolk six, Essex stx, Middlesex 
ec. 4, ne Genera Court. five, Hampshire four, Plymouth three, Barnstable one, Bristol three, 
Art. I. The department of legistation shall be formed by two! York twe, Dukes county and Nantucket one, Worcester five, Cum 
branches, a senate and house of representatives: each of which | berland one, Lincoln one, Berkshire t« 0. 
sift have a negative on the other. | Il. The senate shall be the first braneh of the legislature ; and 
Che legisintive body shall assemble every year, on the last Wed-! the senators shall be chosen in the following manner, viz. ‘There 
nescay of Mav. AVE at suchot er mes as they shall judge neces- | shall be a meeting on the first Monday in April, annually, forever, 
sary; aid shill dissolve, and be dissolved, on the day next preced-| of the imhabitants of each town in the several counties of this con- 
jar the said hast | ednesday in Mav ; and shall be styled, The Genes | monwealth ; to be called by the seleetmen, and warned in due 
ral Court of Massachusetts. |conrse of law, at least seven days before the first Monday in April, 
lt. No bith oF resoly “ft the ee oe house of representatives, for the purpose oi elvetinig pi rsons to be senators and counse OFSe 
shall sonar law, ~ mvc force as sigh, until it shall have been; And at such me: tings, every male inhabitant, of twenty-one years ot 
Iaid before t re sere ein for his revisal : and if he, upon such re-| age and upwards, having a frechold estate within the commouwealth 
apse A gen oy ey o— aout pay a sche by signing | ot the nae income of three pounds, or any estate of the value of 
hesame. But he have any ohiection to the passing of such bj siXtv uls, si ave a rig rive in lis vote for senators 
Mae age Fs tel bene: ‘ated Mi coaatio wits ape tdi iw —— Pn! pounds, shall have a right to give ; i his vote for the a n ators, 
re ‘ ».| forthe district of which he is an inhabitant. And to remove all 
it writing, to the senate or house of representatives, in Whichsoever | doubts concerning the word “inhabitant” in this constitution, eve- 
the save shall have originated; who shall enter the objections sent ry person shall be considered as an inhabitant (for the purpose of 
dow: by the gave ror, at laree, on their r cords, and proceed to | electing and being elected inte any office or place within this state) 
re opm tr: oe ot ri solv : But ii after such ve-considera-| in that town, district, or plantation where he dwelleth or hath his 
tion, tye-thirds of the said senate or house of representatives, shail, | home. 
Hoth ithstanding yin said objections, agree to pass the sane, it shall, | ‘Lhe seleetmen of the several towns shall preside at such meet- 
together with the objections, be sent to the other ‘branch of the l=! megs impartially ; and shall receive the votes of all the inhabitants 
igisaccre, “ “pts Ai er oy re var ene ; ae . =. pe te by of such towns, Abia and qualified to vote for a gh and shall 
tTwo-tPes Oo: The Mer rers present, i shall ua’ © the toree of a law :) sort and count them jn Open town meeting, and in presence o¥ 
But in alt such cases the votes ov both houses shall be determined | the town elerk, who deal hiske a fair record, in Peel sot of the 
by; jeas aud mays: amd the uaines of the person? voting for or setectmen, aud ingpeu town meeting, of the name of every per- 
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son voted for, and of the number of votes against his name; anda 
tuir copy of this record shall be attested by the seleetmen and the 
town ¢lerk, and shall be sealed up, directed to the secretary of the 
commonwealth for the time being, with a superseription, express- 
ing the purports of the contents thereof, and delivered, by the 
town clerk of such town, to the sheriff of the county, in which such 
town lies, thirty days at least before the last Wednesday in May, 
annually ; or it shall be delivered into the secretary’s office, sevei- 
‘toon days, at least, before the said last Wednesday in May; and 
the sheriff of each county shall deliver all such certificates, by him 
reecived, mto the secretary’s offic®, senventeen days before the said 
last Wednesday in May. 

And the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated (qualified as 
this. constitution provides) who are or shall be empowered and re- 
quived to assess taxes upon themselves. toward the support of go- 
vernment, shall have the same privilege of voting for counsellors 
and senators im the plantations where they reside, as_ town inhabi- 
tants have in their respective towns; and the prantation-meet- 
ings, for that purpose, shall be held annually on the same first Mon- 
day in April, at such place in the plantations respectively, as the 
assessurs thereof shall direct ; which assessors shall have like au- 
thority, for notifying the electors, eollecting and returning the 
votes, as the selectmen and town clerks have in their several towns, 
by this constitution, and all other persons, living in places unin- 
corporated (qualificd as aforesaid) who shall be assessed to the sup- 

ort of government by the assessors of an adjacent town, shall 
Pave the privilege of giving in their votes for cotusellors and se- 
nators. in the town where they shall be assessed,and be notified of 
the place of meeting, by the selectinen of the town, where they 
sball be assessed, for that purpose accordingly. 

Itt. And that there may be a due convention of senators on the 
last Wednesday in May annually, the governor, and five of the 
council, for the time being, shall, as soon as may be,examine the 
returned copies of such records ; and fourteen days before the said 
day, he shall issue his summons to such persons, as shall appear to 
be chosen by the majority of votes, to attend on that day, and take 
their seats accordingly ; provided nevertheless, that for the first 
vear, the said retuned copies shell be examined by the president 
‘and five of the council of the former constitution of government : 
and the said president shall,in iike mauner, issue his summons to 
the persons so elected, that they may take their seats as aforesaid. 

IV. The senate shali be the final judge of the elections, returns 
and qualifications of their own members, as pointed out in the 
constitution ; and shall,on the said last Wednesday in May, annu- 
ally, determine and declare, who are elected by each district, to be 
senators, by a majority of votes : and in ease there shallot appear 
to be the full number of senators returned,elected by a majority 
of votes for any district, the deficiency shall be supplied in the fol- 
Jowing manner, viz. The members of the house of representatives, 
and such senators as shall be declared elected, shall take the names 
oft’ such persons as shall be found to have the highest number of 
votes in such district, and not elected, amounting to twice the 
number of senators wantiug,if there be so many voted for ; and 
out of these, shall elect, by ballot. a number of senators, sufficient to 
fill up the vacancies in such district ; and in this manner all such 
vacancies shall be filled in every district of the commonwealth : 
andin like manner, all vacancies in the senate, arising by death, 
removal out of the state, or otherwise, shall be supplied as soon as 
may be, after such vacancies shall happen. 

V. Provided nevertheless, that no person shall be capable of be- 
ing elected as asenator,who is not seized in his own right, of a 
freehold within this commonwealth, of the value of three hundred 

ounds at least, or possessed of personal estate to the value of six 

undred pounds at least, or of both to the amount of the same sum ; 
and who has not been an inhabitant of this commonwealth for the 
space of five years immediately preceding his election ; and at the 
tine of his election he shail be an inhabitant in the district, for 
which he sha!l be chosen: 

VI. The senate shall have power to adjourn themselves, provid- 
ed such adjournments do not exceed two days at a time. 

VII. The senate shall choose its own president, appoint its own 
officers, and determine its own rules of proceedings. 

Vill, The senate shall be a court, with full authority, to hear 
and determine all impeachinents, made by the house of represen- 
tatives, against any officer or officers of the commonwealth, jor 
misconduct and mal-administration in their officers. But previous 
to the trial of every impeachinent, the members of the senate shall 
respectively be sworn, truly andimpartially to ury and determine 
the charge in question, according to evidence. Their judgment, 
however, shall not extend further, than to removal from office, 
and disqualification to hold or enjoy any place of honor, trust or 
profit, under this commonwealth: but the party so convicted, 
shall be, nevertheless, liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and 
punishment, according to the laws of the land. 

IX. Not less than sixteen members of the senate, shall consti- 
tute a quorum for doing business. : 


CHAP. 1.—sECT. 111.— House of Representatives. 

Art. i. There shall ne, in the legislature of this commonwealth, 
a representation of the people, annually elected, and founded up- 
on the principle of equality. 

If. And in order to provide fora representation of the citizens 
of this commonwealth, founded on the principles of equality, 
every Corporate town, containing one hundred and fifty rateable 
polls, ge elcet one representative —every corporate town, con- 
taining three hundred and seventy-five rateable polls, may elect 
two representatives : every corporate town, contaiming six hundr-d 
rateable polls, may elect three representatives ;—and proceeding 
in that manner, making two hundred and twentyfive-rateable 
we the mean increasing number, fur every additional represen- 

ive: 

Provided nevertheless, that each town now intorporated, not hav- 
ngone hundred aud fiity rateable polis, May elect ome represei- 








tative. But no place shall hereafter be incorporated with the pri- 
vilege of electing arepresentative. unless there are, within the 
same, one hundred and fifty rateable poils. 

And the house of representatives shall have p>wer, from time to 
time, toimpose fines upon such towns as shall neglect to ehoose 
and return members to the same,agreeably to this constitution. 

The expences of travelling to the general assembiy, and re« 
turning honie, once in every session andno move, shall be paid by 
the government, out of the public treasury, to every member who 
shall attend as seasonably as he can, in the judgment of the house, 
and does not depert without leave. 

Ill. Every mewber of the house of representatives shall be cho- 
sen by written votes; and for one year at least, next preeeding his 
election, shall have been an inhabitant of, and have been seized, ua 
his ownright, of a freehold of the value of one hundred pounds, 
within the town he shall be chosen to represent,or any rateable 
estate, tothe value oftwo hundred pounds; and he shall cease to 
represent the said town immediately on his ceasing to be qualified 
as aforesaid. ; 

IV. Every male person, (being twenty-one years of age, and res 
sident of any particular town in this commonwealth, for the space 
of one year Next preceding) having a freehold estate within the 
same town, of the annual inecme of three pounds, or any estate of 
the value of sixty pounds, shail have a right to vote, in the choice 
of a representative, or representatives, tor the said town. 

V. The members of the house of representatives shall be ehosen, 
annually,in the month of May, ten days, at least, before the last 
Wednesday of that month. 

VI. The house of representatives shall be the grand inquest of 
this commonwealth ; and all impeachments, made by them, shail 
be heard and tried by the senate. 

VIL. All money bills shail originate in the house of representa 
tives ; but the senate may propose or concur with amendments, as 
on other bills. 

VIII. ‘Lhe house of representatives shall have power to adjourn 
themselves ; provided such adjournment shall not exeeed two days 
at atime. 

1X. Not less than sixty members of the house of representatives 
shall constitute a quorum for doing business. 

X. The house of representatives shall be the judge of the re+ 
turns, elections, and qualification of its own members,as pointed 
out in the constitution ; shall choose their own speaker; appoint 
their own officers, and settle their rules aud orders of proceediig in 
their own house. They shallhave authorityto punish, by impri- 
sonment, every person (nota member) who shall be guilty of dis- 
respect to the house, by any disorderly or coutemptuous behavior 
imits presence ;. or who, in the town where the general court is 
sitting, and during the time ofits sitting, shall threaten harm to 
the body or estate ofany of its members, for any thing satd or done 
in the house ; or who shall assault any of them therefor; or who 
shail assault, or arrest any witness, or other person, ordered to at- 
tend the house, in his way in going or returning: or who shall 
rescue any person arrested by the order of the house. 

And no member of the house of representatives shall be arrested 
or held to bail on mesne process, during his going into, returning 
froin, or his attending the general assembly. 

XI. ‘The senate shall have the same powers in the like cases ; 
and the governor and council shall have the same authority to pu- 
msh in hike cases; provided that no imprisonment, on the warrant 
or order of the governor, council, senate, or house of representa- 
tives, for either of the above described offences, be for a term ex- 
eceding thirty days. 

And the senate and house of representatives may try and deter- 
mine afi cases where their rights and privileges are concerned, 
and which, by the constitution, they have authority to try and de- 
termine, by committecs of their own imembers, or in such other 
way as they may respectively think Dest. 

(To be concluded inour next) 


Pp 





Presidential Election. 


As the following letters may be frequently referred 
to, we simply insert them without entering into 
the views or conclusions of either party. They 
were first published under the direction of the 
committee in New-York.gppointed to promote the 
election of De Witt Clintons§sq. to the presidency 
of the United States. “Messrs. Taylor, ‘Spencer, 
and Riker are distinguished repubiicans—the lat. 
ter is amember of the committee mentioned above, 
and his reply was published with their approba- 
tion. 





Arnany, Sept. 26, 1812. 

Dear Sir—Permit us to. introduce to your ac- 
quaintance general King of Massachusetts. It is 
his wish to communicate freely with one or more of 
the lieutenant-governors’ friends in your city in rela- 
tion to the presidential question. 

The generals’ character and standing entitle him 
to the greatest consideration ; and allow us to ‘say 
that nothing could be more gratifying to the real 
friends of Mr. Clinton, and to the republican party 
in this section of the state, than an arrangement 
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which would avoid a competition in the choice of pre- 
sident. 

Ai a period like the present, big with events, in 
which we are contending for every thing dear and 
valuable, and when a portion of our citizens are sys- 
tematizing measures calculated to deaden the ener- 
= of the nation, rely upon it, the supporters and 

eends of the constitution cannot but view. with 
emotions of the deepest regret, a struggle between 
men who thinkuwlike on general measures. We acquit 
ourselves when we sclemnly declare to you as our 
firm belief, that no event could exalt Mr. Clinton 
higher among his republican friends, than a surren- 
der of his pretension to the presidential chair at the 
ensuing election ; and a different course would con- 
sequently, in our opinion destroy his prospects, and 
deprive this nation ata future period of the services 
of a man whose talents we highly estimate. 
With much respect, 
Your obedient servants, 

A. SPENCER. 

JOUN TAYLOR. 
Richard Riker, Esq. 

New-York, Oct. 7, 1819. 
Genilemen—Your joint letter, by which you did me 


rescuing it, ina season of so much peril, out of the 
feeble hands in which it is now placed. In this case 
they consider Mr. Ciinten no more than the mstru- 
ment of the public safety, and they prefer him for 
his superior fitness. 


If a portion of our citizens are systematizing mea- 
sures calculated, as you say, to deaden the energ.es 
of the nation, is this not 2 most pressing reason for 
placing at the head of the government a man of cn- 
ergetic character, who is able to repress faction, and 
control the disaffected? If Mr. Madison could not 
stop the growth of these evil doings in the tranquil 
season of prosperity, it is not to be expected that he 
can subdue them now, rendered more intractable by 
the hardships of the times, and when his own autho- 
rity is wezkened by disasters which are obviously the 
result of folly. 

Would to God that the supporters and friencs ot 
the constitution would stand forth, we should th a 
see a prompt reprobation of those - is sraceful in- 
trigues which prostituted the repre. ent tives of the 
nation in electioneering instruments, and exhibit them 
at the seat of government, under the eye and influ - 
ence of the executive, in the officious and unhallow 
ed act of naming a president for the people. 





the honor to introduce to my acquaintance general 
King of Massachusetts, was duly delivered by him to 


| Would to God the supporters and friends of the 
constitution did seriously reflect on the whole of that 





hay, they would ke offended at the supposition. 


me. I haye conversed with him fully on the subject! scene, they would then reprobate, as I believe, that 
referred to by you, and have explained to him at large!act more criminal than cvea the caucus intrigue it- 
the reasons which induced me to give it, as my une ‘self, which staked the honor and fortune of Amert- 
quivocal opinion, that Mr. Clinton is not at liberty,!ca awainst an office, which brought on war w:thout 
consistent with the due regard to the nights and iil-| preparation,and if we may judge by the manner in 
terests of the American people, to withdraw himsel#| which it is conducted, leaves us no hopes that in the 
aé a candidate for the office of president at the ensu-/ present hands itwill enable us to avenge our violated 
ing election. The suggestion of general King that| rights or retrieve the tarnished glory of our country Jf 
in case of Mr. Clinton’s retiring trom the competi-| the elevation of Mr. Clinton was a matter of bargain 
tion, the republicans of Masszchusetts would sup-|and sale, his pretensions might be surrendered fcr 
port him at the end of four years, for the Presiden-|any present or future advantage. But while the 
cy, can never be listened to on the part of that ven-ifriends of the constitution throughout the union, 
tieman or his friends. ‘The electors ought always to) look to him for his country’s sake, he cannot in duty 
be left free to act according to the future merits of decline the service ‘thev assign him. What honor, 
the candidate. Arrangements between political par-| what principle would there be in abandoning a great 
ties, or members of the same party, binding or} contest, vitally effecting the representatives of the 
attempting to bind the suffrages of the people, | people and the purity of the government? A con- 
and to control the free current of public opinion, | test solemnly entered into by the state of New-York, 
are incompatible with the purity and dignity of}supported with an animated and generous zeal by 
republicanism. Upon what ground can Mr.) the state of Pennsylvania; and sanctioned by the ap- 
Clinton retinguish the’ present competition with) proving voice of many of the wisest patriots in the 
Mr. Madison for the presidential chair ? By so do-} whole republic. To make such a contest the subject 
ing he would disappoint the just expectations of the|of an arrangement would be, as it strikes me, no less 
people, and defeat a decision by them upon princi-| cowardly than unprincipled. Nor can I see why the 
ples and measures of no ordinary magnitude to the re-| more manly and patriotic course, whatever be its 1s-. 
public. I have consulted several of Mr. Clinton’s|sue, should destroy the prospects of Mr. Clinton, 
particular friends, in whose judgments L repose very | and deprive this nation, at a future period, of his 
high confidence, and they all agree with me, that it|seryices. On the contrary it must always redound 
is uunmecessary to confer with him. to his credit, that in his person, the first stand was 
Iie never will, and he never ought, to surrender a! made against the highly dangerous and unconstitu- 
a trust which has been confided to his hands by his!tional practice of making a designation of president 
ellow citizens, and in which they are as deeply in-|under executive influence ; that with him the usurp- 
teresied us he is. A virtuous man will pursue the!cd authority of the states was resumed in this essen- 
path of honor and probity, rather than that of inte-!tial article: that the principle of rotation amongst 
rest; and a great man wiil study his country’s good | them was recovered; the dangerous monopoly inan 
more thin his own popularity. {am forced to think|ambitious state endeavored to be defeated, and the 
there must be some mistake in your representation! interest and dignity of those that are more particu- 
of the republic:n party in your section of the state.| larly agricultural and commercial maintained im 
it; opmion there has been unequivocally expressed | practice. 
concernmy Mr. Clinton, by the unexampled unani-| There is one more consideration which I shall sub- 
inity with winch he was put in nomination for the | mit to your judgment ; that is; that the republican 
presidency, «nd I do not understand, in virtue of| party will be infullibly broken down, if astop be not 
what arrangement, he should trustrate that choice.—| speedily put to the the undue means employed by 
His friends do not act for his benefit in this question, |the present cabinet to extend its influence. Recol- 
lect the downfall of the federalists. Can we stand 
fiowever well they wish him, they feel a dearer regard | by the same, or even worse menus, than-those which 
‘or their country, and therefore they are desirous of caused their overthrow. Ina word, 1am clear that 
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the re-election of Mr. Madison will be the ruin of the 
tepublican party, and that if it pertinaciously sup- 
post, him, it will desseive its fate and lament it at 
Jeisure. 

I liave the honor to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
» RICTHIARD RIKER. 

Hon. Ambrose Spencer and John Taylor. 





———— 


Vermont Presidential Nomination. 


Ata meeting of the republican members of the 
legislature ef Vermont, holden at Jefferson Hall, in 
the state-house in Montpelier, on the evening of the 
9th day of Qctober, A. D. 1812, the following was 
unanimously adopted.* 

In times of danger from abroad it is our most im- 
portant duty to strengthen the government of our 
country with the confidence of the people, and to 
support, to the utmost of our power, those political 
guardians who have already by their measures given 
us a full pledge of their attachment to the republi- 
can principles of our constitution, who have labored 
with unwearied fidelity to preserve us from the en- 
tanghing alliances and destructive broils of Europe, 
who by the most patient forbearance have evinced 
the:r live of peace while consistent with sefety and 
honor, cniywhen peice had become dishonorable and 
dangerous, h.ve with promptitude relied upon the 
patriotassm of the people in an appeal to arms, and 
have adopted all the wise means, within the compass 
of constitutional power, to ensure success and to 
promote that contidence of the people in their go- 
vernment which is alone wanted to crown their efforts 
with victory. 

Such are our present rulers, and these are our rea- 
sons for granting them our support. And although 
a respectable sister state has thought proper to pre- 
sent, for the consideration of the public, a different 
nomination, as more likely to effect a union of sen- 
timent, to benefit commerce and insure peace, yet 
we do not believe that those who have so long borne 
with aggressions for the sake of peace, are to be 
stigmatised as the enemies of peace, and that those 
who have not hesitated to encounter the dangers ot 
war for the protection and acknowledgment of com- 
mercial rights are to be accused of hostility to com- 
merce. And as to unity of sentiment we have no 
doubt but all those who are friendly to the princi- 
ples of republican government will soon be united : 
much sooner than were they to listen to those whose 
lust of power nothing but the slavery of their coun- 
try can satisfy, and whose bitterness of slander no 
laws consistent with rational liberty control ; and by 
deserting old and tried friends, furnish an Ameri- 
can proof of the ingratitude of republics. 

Therefore resolved, that under these circumstances 
we feel it our incumbent duty, at the ensuing elec- 
tion of first and second magistrates of the union, to 
support James Madison, as president and Elbridge 
Gerry as vice-president, of the United States. 

ELIHU LUCK, Chairman. 

URIEL C. HATCH, Sec’ry. 





15th Regiment. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE AUROTS. 
Camp, near Platishburg, 12th Oct. 1812. 
Strn—However incompatible it may be with the 
character and profession of a soldier, to enter into 
the party politics of the day, yet when the honor of 
the government, the corps he commands, and his 
personal fame are wantonly attacked, and attempted 








a oe ——~— 


* There were 134 members present. 





to be sacrificed to satiate the malignant venom of 
party purposes, it becomes his duty as a man, a 
patriot, to come forward and boldly contradict the 
hase calumniator. The following piece “ from the 
Connecticut Herald” and republished in the New- 
York Herald of October Sd, is not only calculated 
to bring disrepute on the government, but to hold 
up our army as a mob wanting in discipline as well 
as patriotism. ‘The piece alluded to is as follows,viz. 

“The multiplied proof of folly or af madness or 
some worse cause, that have driven the nation into a 
ruinous offensive war, are accumulating with every 
days experience. Barely to enumeraie tle evidence 
would occupy columns. ‘Iwo or three facts of recent 
occurrence, which have come to my knowledge, are in 
point and worthy of record. Itis then a fect (for I 
state it on the best authority.) that either the nation- 
al treasury is so miserably empty, or the preper depari- 
ment so deficient in duty, that the army under general 
Dearborn which has so long beenidling away their time 
near Albany, was not only unpaid, but unprovided 
with the common necessaries of a camp, and when a 
few days since, a part of these troops were ordered te 
the frontiers, one whole regiment (colonel Pike’s_) ab- 
solutely refused, and deliverately stacked their arms, 
declaring they would not move until paid. In this refue 
sal they were justified by their colonel, and an old sél- 
dier, who admitted they ought not to march unless go- 
vernment world first pay the arrears due them. 

It fortunately happened that tr. Secretary Gallatin, 
was then at Albany, and on learning the state of affuirs 
at the encampment, he borrowed twenty thousand “dol- 
lars from one of the banks, on his private credit, ly 
which means the troops were paid, and cheerfully fol- 
lowed their commander.” 

In contradiction to this statement, it will be suffi- 
cient to give the following facts :—That the regi- 
mental paymaster had in his hands, funds to pay the 
whole regiment up to the Sist. And within three 
days of the period when the troops moved, that 
three companies were paid previous to the march, 
and the balance so soon as the regiment halted, a 
sufficient time to give the officers un opportunity to 
adjust the roils and prepare the accounts of the 


4recruits. 


Secondly—That those funds were received by the 
regimental paymaster, from the district paymaster, 
Mr. Eakins, who was then at Albany, and not from 
Mr. Gallatin, whom (it is belicved) did not arrive 
till after the regiment moved from Greenbush.— 
These facts can be corroborated by every officer of 
the 15th infantry, who one and all deem the para- 
graph published inthe Herald a base calumny, a di- 
rect attack on their honor as soldiers, and declare 
that the author whoever he may be, has asserted 
gross untruths. As for myself, I have had the honor 
to serve in the army from the rank of volunteer to 
the station I now hold, during the administration of 
gen. Washington, Mr. Adams, Mr, Jefferson, and 
Mr. Madison, and can affirm, that IT have known 
some troops under the three first, to have been up- 
wards of ayear without a paymeint—and under the 
latter for eight months. ‘This Was owing to the dis- 
persed state of our troops on the western frontiers. 
Sut never did I hear of a corps shewing a disposition 
to refuse to do their duty, beeatise they, had not re- 
ceived their pay—nor do I believe the American 
army has been disgraced by an instance of the kind, 
since the ievohutionary war. But ask any manofcon- 
sideration, What time it requires to organize an army, 
ora corps of new recruits—if, owing to the want of 
a knowledge of the officers, to forms of returns, ee- 
counts, &c. it will not be some time before a new 
corps can be as well cquipt, or 2} pear as much like 
soldiers, as an old. one! Every ecldier will reply, 
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that it will require two years at least, to teach both 
officers and inen toreap the sume benefit from the 
same suppiies as old soidiers—and alihough at this 
time, the 15th regiment has been as regularly sup- 
pled as any other corps, with clothing, pay, arms 
and accoutrements, even to watch coats to protect 
the centinel against the winter storms—yet were 
there zn old regiment, laying by their side, who had 
received the same supplies, they most indubitably 
wouid be better equipped and make themselves more 
comfortabie, having the saving of two or more years’ 
supplies on hend. But whether ill or well supplied, 
the soldiers and officers have too just a sense of the 
duty they owe their country and their own honor, 
even to refuse to march against the enemy—and the 
colonel begs leave to assure the author of the above 
paragraph, that he hopes he will forbear any future 
attempt to injure his reputation by praising an ac- 
tion which, if trwe, must have forever tarnished the 
small claim he now has to a military character. 
Z. M. PIKE, 
Colonel 15th U.S. Infaniry. 


Governor Meigs, of Ohio. 


At a meeting of the officers of the detachment of 
Ohio militia, m the service of the United States, 
stationed at Urbana, held at Doolittle’s hotel, Sep- 
tember 24th, brigadier-general Tupper was ap- 
pointed chairman, and major GaLLoway secre- 
tary :— 

Resolved, unanimously, That the following address 
to his exceliency, the commander in chief, be signed 
by exch officer present, and presented to the gover 
nor, and a copy reserved for publication. 

. E. W. TUPPER, chairman. 

Attest,—Jamrs GanLoway, secretary. 


To hisexceliency R. J. Meigs, governor, and comman- 
der-ji-chicf of the militia of Ohio. 
SIR-—The unlooked for, and extraordinary surren- 


der of the late army under the command of brigadier! 


general Hull, has not only roused the indignation, but 
agitated the minds of the citizens of the U. States, 
beyond any exampie found in the history of our na- 
tion: As officers, we are not permitted to assign 
the causes of that shameful surrender, or charge the 
commander in chief of thatarmy, with imbccility, 
cowallice, or treachery: if he shall ever present 
himseifior trial before the government, which en- 
trusted the lives and honor of that brave and distin- 
guished army to his conduct, he wiil there be ex- 
amined ina court where the guilty will receive the 
just punishment due to his crime. 

To us, it is not surprising, that while every mind 
was thus shocked at the disasters at Detroit (events 
bearing on their features strong marks of cowardice 
or treachery) that there should be found among us, 
persons, rejoicing at the overthrow of that army ; 

nen, Whose love of power and office, outweigh their 
attachment to their country ; with such we might 
well expect to find every disappointed demagogue 
leagued with the swarm of British spies and hire- 
lings, which infest our land, to drive from office eve- 
ry person who held a distinguished rank, and was 
resoived to do his duty ; to paralize the measures of 
the general government—to unnerve the soldier’s 
arm, by causing him to suspect the fidelity of his 
officers: To defeat the struggle to regain our lost 
territory, and carry our arms to the ccutre of Que- 
bec, was the object of the combination; rio charac- 
ter was too exaltcd for them to assail, no slander too 
toul for them to circulate: If conscious imnocence 
has prevented your exccilency’s mind from fecling 


the slanders levelied at yourself, they have not, failed 
lo give us great anxiety for the honor of our state. 

Placed as we are beyond the right of suffrage, and 
disclaiming every design but that of protecting the 
assailed character of our commander in chief, we 
can no longer withhold from your excellency, the in- 
dignation we have felt at the language circulating 
through the country, to wrest from you the confi- 
dence of the people and soldiery; it is a duty, sir, 
we OWe our country, it is aduty we owe to your cx- 
cellency, and to every officer and soldier marching 
towards tlie lakes, to give this testimony of our de- 
testation of the slanders circulating, and offer this 
pledge of our fullest confidence in your attachment 
to the general government, and ourprayers for your 
prosperity in arms. 

The situation in which we have been placed about 
your person,has given us every opportunity your cne- 
mies could ask to examine every «rt of your con- 
duct. You have met the reinforcenient designed for 
the army under general Hull, hurried from their 
homes without pay, without clothing, and destitute 
of every article of camp equipment ; before these 
troops could be supplied, and while they lay exposed 
to the weather in the open fields, the surrender at 
Detroit. drove back upon us, the scattered remains of 
that army, with numberless inhabitants from that 
ill fated country, flymg to your excellency for re- 
licf. Our frontiers, a distance of 200 miles, was 
opened at one monient to all the miseries resulting 
from a savage wariare ; its inhabitants, either aban- 
idoning their homes or begging your excelicncy to 
‘relieve and protect them. The Indian tribes which 
‘had been invited by his excellency the president of 
the U. S. to the council, and promised safety and pro- 
tection, were at this moment within our settlements 
—to restrain the inhabitants from violence to their 
persons and retain their friendship, required all your 
exertions, both as chief magistrate and commission- 
er: we have seen your excellency, at one moment 
surrounded with those difficulties and misfortunes, 
devoting every moment of your time to a faithful 
discharge of the duties thus pressing upon you, with 
a single eye to the public good. 

Your frontier is now protected ; its inhabitants 
are peaceably cultivating their fields. Your soldiers 
are receiving every requisite for the field, waiting 
anxiously to be marched on to the shores of the lake 
—where they muy wipe off the foul stain from tlhe 
honor of our state troops who were basely compelled 
to surrender, tho’ not subdued. It is by your exer- 
tions, sir, we owe every article of camp equipege we 
have received, and the pay this day advanced the 
soldiers; itis your authority that has restrained vi- 
olence from the persons of the Indian tribes which 
claim our protection, and has saved our frontiers 
from savage enemies avenging a breach of hospi- 
tality. 

The time will come, sir, when your enemies will 
be sensible of these facts. The people may err by 
misrepresentation and falsehood, but not by de- 
sign. He, sir, who discharges his duty with fidelity 
and an approving conscience, feels a consolation above 
all others, not to be shaken. 

[The above was signed by 41 officers. } 











GOVERNOR’S REPLY. 
Unsana, Sept. 26, 1812. 
. . be * rT ‘ sa? 
To the officers of the troops of Ohio in the U. States 
service, encamped near Urbana. 

Gextiemen~—lI received your address of the 24th 
inst. with mingled emotions of pride and pleasure— 
Overwhelmed with business, civil, military, and In- 
dian, its reecption was the more grateful, as it al- 
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forded a consolation, and contained a refutation of 
circulating falsehoods. 


Viewing with astonishment the inventions of my 


countrymen, JT. cannot contemplate them without 


No sooner was the capitulation of Gen. Hull’s ar-| being impressed with the idea that no nation on earth 
my known, than slander, with her thousand tongues,|surpasses them in genius. Even the unfettered in- 


assailed me. All that envenomed malice could in-|t 


iabitants of the forest have perfected inventions 


vent, or ignorant credulity imaginc, was propogated| that would have done honor to Archimedes ; and I 
with a violent rapidity—characterized by the dark-|reproach myself for not having published long ago 


est malignity. 


a few directions how to proceed in securing the ad- 


These falsehoods preduced an uncommon excite-| vantages of the efforts of their talents. This. infer- 


ment in the public mind. 


mation would have been given, but I anxiously wait- 


That degree of jealousy which creates watchful-|ed the proposed revision of the patent law, which 
ness, is useful inarepubiican goverrment. But at-\has been under the consideration of the honorable 
tempts to destroy all confidence in public officers|the congress for seven years ; and+if 1 delay this 
can eminate only from tories or the secret machina-|short sketch any longer I fear it may be said— 


tions of British spies. 

When the disastrous intelligence reached here 
from Detroit, I was struck with a profound astonish- 
ment and an equal indignation. 

The first army of Ohio I had formed with much) 
exertion and incessant labor. . It was composed of; 
my friends—they were dear to me—I felt towards | 
them as brothers and children—i was even proud of 
them. 

Fecling a deep interest in every event which could 
eoncern them—! parted from them with reluctance, 
and had it not been incensistent with my official du- 
ties, 1 would cheerfully accompanied them and shar- 
ed their ultimate fate, whatever it might have been. 
My heart is the same towards vou and the troops.— 
While renewing my exertions to raise another army— 
to be denounced as a traitor—to be associated with 
ignominy, and to be coupled with cowardice, where | 
circumstances which required some patience to en-| 
dure. 

But our army is forming and will soon be respecta- 
ble, when the whole collect. 

Those who have been detached for the relief of 
Fort Wayne, and the destruction of the Indian towns, 
have done honor to themselves—and so Ll have no 
doubt would any portion of the army have done. 

You gentlemen have had an opportunity of person- 
ally and daily noticing my transactions, in relation 
to yourselves and the army—and are pleased to yield 
your approbation, which I highly esteem as coming 
trom honorable men, who have had an opportunity 
of forming correct opinions. 

Shielded by my own conscience, and fortified by 
your esteem, I progress to your organization and 
equipments ; and hope that this army will contribute 
its full share inregaining all that has been lost. 

That health, victory and honor may await you, 
and the troops under your respective commands, is 
my fervent wish. 

Ihave the honor to be, 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. J. MEIGS. 


PATENTS. 


_The importance of the information conveyed in the 
following, though it immediately interests but a 
small portion of the community, has induced us to 
insert it—at the request of several artists. ] 

Patent-Ofiice, March 5, 1811. 
Having the honor of superintending the important} 
duties of issuing patents for aris and inventions, | 
which formerly were thought worthy of the labors of| 

a council composed of the secretary of war, and the 

attorney-general of the United States, [have thought 

ita duty to my fellow citizens to publish a few lines 














of information to facilitate the mode of acquiring 


: ; . . ‘ * “5 4 t iy a > ‘ > a ti 
patents, by which many will be enabled to dispense | have, in the courts of law, been declared to be null - 
°: aah ° . ee } : : . 
with long journies to the seat of government, or) 8"¢ void. 
with troubling their friends with a tedious corres-\7 ~~ 
poudence. 





He who defers his work from day to day, 

Doers on ariver’s bank expecting stay 

“Vili the whole streain which stops him should be gone; 
But, as it runs, forever *twillrun on. 

Before an application be made for a patent I would 
advise the iiventor to examinesvell the Dictionaries 
of the arts and Sciences, the repertery of the arts 
and other publications that treat of the mechanic 
arts to endeavor to ascertain if the invention be new ; 


‘also to make enquiry of the scientific characters 


whether or not the invention or discovery by practi- 

cable. These previous inquiries will sometimes pre- 
vent great trouble, and save the expense of much 
time, labor and money ; for a patent does not confer 
‘ights, where just claims do not exist ; and as there 
is at present no discretionary power to refuse a pa- 
tent, even where no just claim exists, it may be pro- 
per to caution the purchaser of patent rights against 
the supposition that the invention patented is aiways 
raluable, or new, or that it interfeves with no previ- 
ous patent. The respectable names of the president, 
the sceretary of state, and attorney-genera! ere re- 
quisite to give validity to a putent ; but never to be 
considered in any degree as an evidence of the origi- 
nality or utility of the invention. The issuing of 
patents is grounded not only on adesire to promote 
the progress of useful arts, but also to prevent the 
loss of valuable secrets ; for many have becn buricd 
with the inventors previous to the organization of 
this system of protection for the property of talen*, 
mind and genius. Formerly the arcana of any pro- 
fession were withheld from the Tyro; his initiation 
was gradual and secret ; and the caution with which 
inventors worked, to prevent the infringement of 
unprotected rights, confined many important inven- 
tions to limits too narrow to materially benefit either 
the inventors or the world ; at present the law grants 
a monopoly to the inventor, for a limited time, pro- 
vided the art, invention, discovery or machine be du- 
ly explained, deposited and recorded, for the benefit 
of mankind, as soon as the time limited has expired ; 
and the patent is not only an evidence that the inven- 
tor has formally confided his secret to the public, bu 

also a declaration of the protection of the right 
from infringement; nevertheless of the infringement 
of the right, by others, a jury of the country is only 
competent to decide. 

The general law concerning the issuing of petents 
will be found in the 2d vol. of the laws of the U1i- 
ted States, page 200. "This law prevides for citizens 
anly; but 2 subsequent Jaw (vol. 5th, page &8,) pre- 
vides also for applicants who have resided two yciu's 
or upwards inthe United States, and who are not 
citizens. 

In applying for a patent it 1s necessary to attend to 
every legal form, for in consequence of inattention 
to *formsonly, some of the patents issued formerly 
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* Uliver Evan’s among the number. 
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<i ck Mode of application. | 

Every inventor, before he preseats his petition 
to the secretary of state signifving his desire of ob- 
taining’a patent, shall, pay into the treasury of the 
United States thirty dollars, ¢ for which he will be 
furnished with duplicate receipts, one of which he 
shall deliver to the secretary of state when he pre- 
sents his petition ; and the money thus paid shall be 
in full for the sundry services to be performed in the 
office of the secretary of state, consequent to such 


personally appeared the above named A. T.. and made 

sotemn oath [or affirmation] according to law, that 

he verily believes himself to be the true and original 

inventor or discovezey of the art fmachine, invention: 
or improvement, composition of matter, &e.] above 

specified and described, for (mention here 

the object or intention) and that he is a citizen 

of the United States. 








J. P. 
> 
If not a citizen (or citizens) the following addition 








petition, This petition must be addressed to the se- 

cretary of state, and may be in the following or in a 

similar style : 

Bo the hon. James Jonroe, secretary of state of the 
United States : 

The petition of A. B. of 

and state of 





in the county of 
respectfully repre- 








i eee ad 
sents: 
That your petitioner has invented a new and useful 
mprovement [“ t or art, machine, manufucture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improve- 
mnt in any art, machine, manufacture, or composition 
of matter in not known or used before his 
application,” the advantages of which he is desirous of 
securing to himself and his legal representatives ; he 
therefure prays that letters patent of the United States 
may be issued, granting unto your petitioner, his heirs, 
adminisirators or assizvne, the full and exclusive right 
of making, constructing, usine, and vending to others 
t9 be used, his saidimprovement, [art, invention, ma- 
chine, manufacture, or composition of matter, Esc.) 
agreeaily to the acts of congress in such case made 
and provided ; your petitioner having paid thirty dol- 
lars inte the treasury of the United States, and com- 
plied with the other provisions of the said acts. A. B. 
The specification or description of the machine, 
art, discovery, or invention, must be given in clear 
and specific terms, designating it from all other in- 











must be made to the declaration, that he verily be- 
lieves himself to be the true and original mventor or 
discoverer of the art, &c. 

“ * (Ind that the same hath not, to the best of his or 
her knowledge or belief, been known or used either in 
this or uny foreign country. 3 
Also, that he (or she) hath resided in the United 
States two years and upwards. 

——J. P. 


The specification must be accompanied by a good 
drawing, in perspective, of the whole machine or 
apparatus, “ }where the nature of the case admits 
of drawings: or with specimens of the ingredients, 
and of the composition of matter, sufficient in quan- 
tity for the purpose of experiment, where the mven- 
tion is of a composition of matter.” ‘ And such in- 
ventor shall, moreover, deliver a model of his ma- 
chine, provided the secretary shall deem such model 
to be necessary.” It is requisite, in giving a draw- 
ing of the machine, to give also sectional drawings 
of the interior, when the machine is complex: and 





every drawing should be accompanied with explana- 


tory references. When a machine is complex, a 


model will likewise be necessary, not only to explain 


and render it comprehensible to a common capacity, 
but also to prevent infringements of rights ; for 
many will plead ignorance of drawings, who cannot 
avoid the conviction of wheels and pinions. 

The drawings ought not to exceed a quarto size, 


ventions, and describing the whole j He . . 
, § € in such a man-! and if confined to octavo they would be still better, 


ner as to comprehend not only the form and con- 
struction, if a machine, but also the mede of using 
the same ; and if it be only an improvement on a 
ceriain machine already invented by the applicant or 
any other, it ought to be so mentioned er described ; 
und as this specification, description or schedule en- 
ters into and forms part of the patent, it must be 
without any references to a model or drawing, and 
must be signed by the applicant or applicants, be- 
fore two witnesses, It is material that this be in 
gvod language, and correctly written, as it is tran- 


where it can be done conveniently and distinctly. 


Many of the drawings in this office are executed, 


ina very handsome style, and do much eredit to the 
talents of the gentlemen whose names are ascertain- 
ed. If the artists would always sign them, informa- 
tion might be given to the applicants for patents 
where to apply for drawings. 


Among the best [have received I notice the names 


of Messrs. James Aikin, Philadelphia ; John Bernard, 


Utica, Oneida county, (N. Y.); Jacob Cist, P. M. 


scribed into the patent, and the original papers wil]| Wilkesbarre, (Penn.); Francis Guy, - Baltimore , 
be deposited in an office that will hand them down} George Hadfield, Washington city ; Philip Hooker, 


to posterity, by which the honor of the country is 
concerned in this attention. The modest inventor 
will no doubt exclude those panegyrics on the ex- 
¢cllence of his invention or discovery, which abound 


sometimes in the productions of the inferior genius, |Jobn F. Somerby, Catskill, (N. .Y.); — 
Hartford, (Conn.) ; John Stickney, Baltimore ; 


Stiles, Worcester, (Mass.) ; William Stickfand, Phi- 
ladelphia; James Watson, Utica, Oneida county, 
tice of the peace, or any person qualified to adminis-|(N. Y¥.); John Watts, do. 


but which ought not to enter into the patent. 
The following, or a similar oath or affirmation, 
taken [before a judge of any of the courts, or a jus. 


ter an oath] hy the applicant or applicants, must be 





Albany, (N. ¥.) ; Nicholas King, Washington city ; 
~ Peckham, Roxbury, (Mass.);° John R. Pen- 


niman, Boston; Abner Reed, Connecticut ; Archi- 
bald Robertson, No. 78, Liberty street, New-York ; 





Steward, 





Manvy being without the names of the artists, I can- 


subjoined to the specification, if citizens of the U,|not do all the justice I wish. 


States. 
FORM, 

County of 
State of 

On this —of . 





4 8s. 








The papers must all be sent under cover to the 


secretary of state, which of course renders them 
é free of postage: but if models be sent, their freight 
or carriage hither must be paid ; and before packing 
131—, before the subscriber a}them the name or names of the inventor or the inven- 


justice of the peace, m and for the county aforesaid, |tors should be written thereon, with the name of the 











machine and the date ; for sometimes on receiving 


# On ewe + r ~ , P . ‘ ° “ . 
Sce laws of the U. S. vol, 2d, chap. XI, $11, |}them it is difficult to know to who they appertain. 





p. 295, 
+ Notes of any of the banks of the VU. States, 


-eoer 


* Laws of the U. S, vol. v. ch. xxv, p. 89, 





Ist of the ahove, page 200, 


¢ Thid. vol, ii, ch, xi, p. 202. 
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The congress, being impressed with a high sense 
of the value of the inventions of our citizens, have 
purchased an elegant and extensive building, where- 
in preparations are now making for the accommoda- 
tion of avery numerous collection of the machines 
illustrative of the ingenuity dispiayed ; and this 
museum of the arts, it is. presumed, will stimulate 
the ingenious to send the modgls of their machines 
and inventions in astyle that will rather honar than 
discredit our country. 

Cop: -mrghts of books, prints, charts, maps, &c. 
are secured “ by * depositing, before publication, a 
printed copy of the title of such map, chart, book 
or books, in the clerk’s office of thie district court, 
where the author or proprietor shall reside, who will 
record the same ; and the author or proprietor shall, 
within two months from the date of the record, 
cause a copy of said record to be published in one 
or more of the newspapers printed m the United 
States, for the space of four weeks.f And within 
six months after publishing the map, chart, book or 
books, the author or proprictor shall deliver, or cause 


to be delivered to the secretary of state, a copy of 


the same ; and when deposited and entered in the 
patent office a certificate will be returned of its being 
received.” + This will secure the sole right of pub- 
lication for fourteen years to the author or propric- 
tor, if a citizen of the United States, or resident 
therein. ‘ And if at the expiration of the said term 
the author or authors, or proprietors, or any of them 
be living, anda citizen or citizens of these United 
States, or residents therein, the same exclusive right 
shall be continued to him or them, his or their exe- 
cutors, administrators or assigns for the further term 
of fourteen years : Provided he or they shall cause 
the title thereof to be a second time recorded and 
published in the above manner, within six months 
before the expiration of the first term of fourteen 
years aforesaid.” 
WILLIAM THORNTON. 


Late Mission to Denmark. 








To his excellency G. W. Ervine, Esq. special min- 
ister of the United States of America, near H. M. 


the king of Denmark. 


SIR,—We, the undersigned, citizens of the United 
States, now in Copenhagen, have learned with sin- 
cere regret, that it is your excellency’s intention, 
pursuant to instructions from our government,short- 


ly to quit this city. 





The successful termination of your arduous mis- 


sion is, of itself, the best reward of that zeal, indus-|° 


try, and perseverance by which it has been attained 
—we do not, therefore, flatter ourselves that our 
testimony to your indefatigable efforts for the pro- 
tection of our interests, is in any degree wanting to 
the complete gratification of, yow personal feel- 
ings; as little do we presume to think that such tes- 
timony can tend to brighten the lustre of your ser- 
vices in the eves of our government and country ;— 
but we consider all generous feelings highly honor- 
able to those who possess them, and, in this view,we 
owe to ourselves some expressions of our gratitude 
toyou. Wedo notassume to give any opinion on 
the labor and ability with which vou have discussed 
many points of controversy, which from their nature 
cannot be made public : we only mean to speak of 





* See an act for the encouragement of learning, &c- 
~~Laws of the U.S. vol. 1. ch. 15. £3. p, 191. 
t Ibid. Sec. 4. p. 122. 


the public and practical proofs of protection which 
we have all of us, ina greater or less degree, deriv- 
ed from your presence and exertions, 

On your arrival here, the prejudices of the Danish 
people, and particularly of the tribunals charged 
with the decision of prize causes, had been taught 
to assimilate our persons and our property with those 
of their enemics ; and there is no doubt that all the 
cases then pending, were destined to be sacrificed to 
this undistinguished prejudice. From your first ap- 
pearance among us, by the frank and manly manner 
in which you placed yourself at the head of eur shep- 
herdless flock, you gave us a name, and by the spi- 
rit of your early communications, which have since 
been made public by our government, you defined. 
and asserted our rights and ensured to us that sub- 
sequent protection which was due to the fairness of 
our Views, and the neutrality of our commerce.—-Al- 
though the objects of your mission was specially h- 
mitted to reclamation in matters of prize, we have 
have found you ready to extend your friendly and 
zealous efforts to the protection of American mter- 
ests in every form and on every occasion. 

To this general expression of our sentiments, we 
can only add our most sincere wishes for your per- 
sonal welfare and happiness, and assurances of the 
high respect with which, 

We have the honor to be, your excellency’s grate- 
ful fellow-citizens, and obedient servants, 

Nathaniel Jackson, Joseph Brown, 

H. Hathaway, Thomas Laing, 
Richard Law, Aathony Moffai, 
William R. Russell, Henry Peters, 
Sanuel Sons, William Law, 
Amos Dennis, John Connell, 

Rk. J. Cleveland, Peleg Congdon, 
William Williams, Adam Champion, 
John Eveleth. 

Copenhagen, 12th May, 1812. 


ANSWER. 

Copenhagen, May 17, 1812. 
GEnTLEMEN—Next to the satisfaction which L de- 
rive from the conscientious conviction of having, to 
the full extent of my ficulties, discharged the im- 
portant duties with which I have had the honor to be 
entrusted by our government, is that which is afford- 
ed by the approbation of honorable and liberal men, 
whose interests have been confided to my care, and 
whose situations have best qualified them to judge 
of my conduct, 

[ have received, therefore, with peculiar gratifica- 
tion, the testimony of my public services, which 
you have been pleased to offer. . 

An humble instrument in the hands of a govern- 
ment anxious to defend the rights and properties of 
its constituents, from the time of my first arrival in 
Copenhagen I have pursued the course which it has 
appeared to me best comported with the intentions 
of that government, and which might most effectu- 
ally extend the mantle of its protection, the sanc- 
tion of its name and authority, so as to embrace all 
the fair interests of American citizens. 

The success which has attended my efforts, and 
the liberal sense which you have expressed of them, 
will be amongst the mest grateful recollections of 
my future life. .I take leave of you, gentlemen, un- 
der impressions of respect ard esteem, strengthened 
by vour candid and manly procedure, and beg leave 
to offer toeach of you my sincerest wishes for your 
prosperity and happiness. 

Your obliged and obedient friend, 
And fellow-citizen, 





# Ibid. Sec. 1. p, 118, 119, 





(Signed) G, W. ERVING. 
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British Proclamation. along the western coasts, should he find it necessary 
to give any orders to the above posts, they will be 
From the Parbadses Mercury. attended to. Two privates of the cavalry will be 

BRripGE TOWN, Aug. 22.—On receiving intelligence |attached to that post, the commanding officer of 
of the declaration of war on the part of Americ: | which‘will have separate instructions for his conduct. 
against Great Britain and her dependencies, his ex-|—By commund, 
cellency major-general Carmichacl issued the follow- ; 
ing general orders to the militia of the colony of 
Demarara :— 

$€ MILITIA GENERAL ORDERS, 

“Major-general Carmichael, acting governor, thinks 
it proper repeat in militia orders the sentiments he 
personally expressed upon the parade, when commnu- 
nicating the information he had receiv ed of a decla- 
ration of war by the States of America against Great 
Britain. ee ; ; . 

“The major-gencral has taken the earliest oppor- Copies of letters from major-general VAN RENSEELAER 
tunity of assembling the militia, to communicate in-! of the New-York militia, pe her eI er HENnYT 
telligence of ‘importance sesutviedt by him in dispateh-| Deannonn, transmitted by the latter to the depart- 
es, Which is the declaration of war made by the states; Ment of war. 
of America against their parent country ;—at a pe “HEAD QUARTERS, Leutstown, Oct. 14, 1812. 
riod of unparalleled effort on the part of Great Bri-} -SIR—As the movements of this army under my 
tain, when she is exerting he rself in ev ery Pp. rt of ‘command, since I had last the honor to address you 
the world to protect that liberty which alone is real! on the 8th inst. have been of a very important cha- 
—where the peer and the peasant are alike protected racter, producing consequences serious to many in- 
by its influence—where the religion and liberty of 1 dividnale ; establishing facts actually connected wit 
every individual are guaranteed and held s: acred— | the interest of the service and the safety of the army : 
there is that pure liberty which the British alone|/and as I stend prominently responsible for some of 

can boast as their birthright and privilege. |these consequences, I beg leave to explain to you, 

“ The major-geners al is aware that he is now ad-! sir, and through you, to my country, the situation 
dressing a variety of individuals, whost friends, re-|and circumstances in which I have ‘had to act, and 
lations, ‘and dearest ge ests may be connected with) the reasons and motives which governed me : and 
the States of America, or who may not be British jif the result is not all that might have been wished, 
born subjects ; to fo! he wishes particularly to ad-|it is such that when the whole ground shall be view- 
dress himself. However numerous the foes Britain }ed, 1 shall cheerfully submit myself to the judgment 
has to contend with—however great the excrtions|of my country. 
amd sacrifices she must make in opposing the tyrant! In my letter of the 8th inst. Tapprised vou that a 
of Europe, she does not wish a man to use a weapon |crisis in this campzign was rapidly advancing ; and 
im her cause who does not use it with a true British/that, (to repeat the same words) “ the blow must le 
feeling, and from the heart. soon struck, or “ the toil and expence of the campaign 

“We are now called upon to draw the sword, not! ro | ag n thing, for the whole will be tinged with dis- 
for the amusements of children or mere Pp: rade, but | honer 
with justice ; it therefore must not be sheathed with-; Under such impressions, I bad on the Sth instant, 
out honor, iw riiten to brigadier-general Smyth, of the U. States’ 

“Those who may not be impelled by a patri iotic | forces, requesting an interview with him, major- 
ardour and glory or their nutive country, Will call to sane: ‘al Hall, and the commandants of the U. States’ 
their recollection the desirable object for which thev regiments, for the purpose of conferring upon the 
have to contend—their h MES, fiunili ies and property, ls 1 bject t of future operations. I wrote major-gen. 
2 grateful remembrance of that sovereign and govern-| ‘Hall to the same purport. On the 1ith, I had receiv- 
ment protecting those blessings they may be sudden-ied no answer from general Smyth; but in anote 
Jy called upon to defend. ito me of the 10th, gen. Hall mentioned that gen.Smyth 

** All persons who may be so situated with regard) had not yet then agreed upon any day for the con- 
tothe United States of America, the major-genel ‘al sultation. 
hereby informs may have audience of him during; In -: me in time, the partial success of lieutenant 
the whole of the present week, from 6 o’clock to 10 Elis ott, at Black Rock (of which, however, I have 
inthe forenoon, when they may tender their objec-|rec eived no official information, ) began to excite a 
tions, which willbe received w ithout offence to their's strong disposition in the troops to act. This’ was 
fame, or reference to personal feelings or opinions ; expressed to me through various channels, in the 
and engages on his part that they shall be so dispos- shape of an a/ternative ; “that they must have orders 
ed of to protect the property of themselves and to uct—or, at all hazards, they would co home. 1 tor- 
ficnds in this colony without being committed in bear, here, commenting upon the obvious consequen- 
o en conflict with those they may have a reluctance !ces, to me, perso! rally, "ot longer withholding my or- 
to meet— ales under such circumstances. 

“The major-general therefore has every confidence, I had # conference with , as to the possi- 
that the sentiment -will be unxnimous tor the gener- bility of getting some person to pass over to Canada, 
al protection and peace of this valuable, and, it is and obtain correct information. On the morning of 
hoped, happy colony. ‘the 4th, he wrote to me that he had procured the 

‘In consequence of the above intelligence, licut. msn, who bore his letter to go over. Instructions 
col. Otto, commanding first battalion of Demarara' were given him ; he passed over—obtained such m- 
militia, willorder a subaltern and twenty privates formation as warranted an immediate attack. This 
with non-commissioned ofiicers in proportion, to be | was confidentially communicated to several of my 
in readiness to march for Ruymzig barracks, there first officers, and produced great zeal to act ; more 
to be stationed until further orders. especially as it might havea c ontrolling cffe et upon 

“Lieut. colonel Smith quarter-master general, be- the move ments at Detroit, where it was supposed 
ing omar with the establishment of signal posts ‘that gener.1 Brock had gone with all the force he 


“TI. R. Bryant, Ma; . Brig. D. M. 
King’s House, Georve-Town, 


Demarara, July 31, 1812.” § 
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dared to spare from the Niagara frontier. ‘The best 
preparations in My power, were therefore, made to 
dislodge the enemy trom the heights of Queenstown, 
and possess ourselves of the village,where the troops 
might be sheltered from the distressing inclemency 
of the weather. ; 

Lieut. col. Fenwick’s flying artillery, and a detach- 
ment of regular troops, under his command, were or- 
dered to be up in season from fort Niagara. Orders 
were also sent gen. Smyth, to send down from Bufta- 
Joe, such detachment of his brigade as existing cir- 
camstances in that vicinity, might warrant. ‘The at- 
tack was to have been made at 3 o’clock, on the mor- 
ning of the 11th, by crossing over in boats from the 


ne 
sabe 
(id Ferry opposite the heights.’ To avoid any em- 


burrassment in crossing the river (which is here a 
sheet of violent eddies) experienced boatmen were 
procured to take the boats from the landing below 
to the place of embarkation. Lieut. Sim was consi- 
dered the man of the greatest skill for this service— 
he went a-head, and in the extreme darkness, passed 
the intended place far up the river ; and there, ina 
most extraordinary manner, fastened his boat to the 
shore, and abandoned the detachment. In this front 
éoat he had carried nearly every oar, which was pre- 
pared forall the boats. In this agonizing dilemma, 
stood officers and men, whose ardor had not been 
cooled by exposure through the night to one of the 
most tremendous north-east storms, which continu- 
ed, unabated, for twenty-eight hours, and deluged 
the whole camp. The approach of day light extin- 
guished every prospect of success, and the detach- 
ment returned to camp. Col. Van Ransselaer wus to 
have commanded the detachment. 

After this result, I had hoped the patience of the 
troops would have continued until I could submit 
the plan suggested in my letter of the 8th, that I 
might act under and in conformity to the opinion 
which might be then expressed. But my hope was 
idle: the previously excited ardor seemed to have 
gained new heat from the late miscarriage—the 
brave were mortified to stop short of their object, 
and the timid thought laurels half won by the at- 
tempt. 

On the morning of the 12th, such was the pres- 
sure upon me from all quarters, that 1 became satis- 
fied that my refusal to act might involye me in sus- 
picion and the service in disgrace. 

Viewing aff.irs at Buffulce as yet unsettled, I had 
immediately countermanded the march of general 
Smvth’s brigade, upon the failure of the first expe- 
dition ; but having now determined to attack Queens- 
town, I sent new orders to general Smyth to march ; 
not with the view of his aid in the attack, for I con- 
sidered the force detsched sufficient, but to support 
the detachment should the conflict be obstinate and 
long continued. 

Lieutenant-colonel Christie, who had just arrived 
at the Four Mile Creek, had late in the night of the 


first contemplated attack, gallantly offered me his. 


own and his men’s services; but he got my permis- 
sion too late. He now again came forward, had a 


tenant-colonel Blan’s regiment marched from the 
same place. . All were in camp in good season.— 
Agreeably to my orders issued upon this occasion, 
the two columns were to pass over together; as 
soon as the heights should be carried, lieutenant-co- 
lonel Fenwick’s flying artiliery was to pass over ; 
then major Mullanv’s detachment of regulars ; and 
the other troops to follow in order. 

At dawn of day the boats were in readiness, and 
the troops commenced embarking, under the cover 
of a commanding battery mounting two eighteen 
pounders and two sixes. The movement Was soon 
discovered, and a brisk fire of musquetry was poured 
from the whole line of the Canada shore. Our bat- 
tery then opened to sweep the shore; but it was, 
for some minutes, too dark to direct much fire with 
safety. A brisk cannonade was now opened upon 
ithe boats from three diffesent batteries—our battery 
returned the fire, and occasionally threw grape upon 
the shore, and was itself served with shells from a 
small mortar of the enemy’s. Colonel Scott, of the 
artillery, by hastening his march from Niagara Falls 
in the night, arrived in season to return the enemy’s 
fire with 2 six pounders. | 

The boats were somewhat embarrassed with the 
eddies, as well as with a shower of shot: but colo- 
nel Van Rensselear, with about 100 men, soon ef- 
fected his landing amidst a tremenduous fire direct- 
ed upon him from every point; but to the astonish- 
ment of all who witnessed the scene, this van of the 
column advanced slowly against the fire. It was a 
serious misfortune to the van and indeed to the whole 
expedition, that in a few minutes after landing, col. 
Van Rensselear received four wounds—a ball passed 
through his right thigh, entering just below the 
hip-bone—another shot passed through the same 
thigh, a little below—the third through the calf of 
lis left leg—and a fourth cartused his heel. This 
was quite a crisis in the expedition. Under so se- 
vere a fire it was difficult to form raw trocps. By 
some mismanagement of the boat men, lieut. col. 
Christie did not arrive until some time after this, and 
was wounded in the hand in passing the river. Co! 
Van Rensselear was still able to stand ; and with 
great presence of mind ordered his officers to pro- 
ceed with rapidity and storm the fort. This service 
was gallantly performed, and the enemy driven down 
the hillinevery direction. Soon after this both par- 
ties were considerably reinforced, and the conflict 
Was renewed in various places—meny of the enemy 
took shelter behind a stone guard house, where a 
piece of ordnance was now briskly served. 1 order- 
ed the fire of our battery directed upon the guard 
house ; and it was so effectually done, that with 
8 or 10 shot the fire was silenced. The enemy then 
retreated behind a large stone-house ; but in a short 
time the route became general, and the enemy’s fire 
was silenced except from a one gun battery, so far 
down the river as to be cut of the reach of our hea- 
vy ordnance and our light pieces could not silence it. 
A number of boats now passed over unannoyed ex- 
‘cept from the one unsilenced gun. For some time 








conference with colonel Van Rensselaer, and begged !after I had passed over, the victory appeared com- 


that he might have the honor of 2 command in the 
expedition. Tie arrangement was made. Colonel 
Van Rensscla 
militia; and lieutenant-colonel Christie a column of 
the same number of regular troops. 

Every precaution was now adopied as to boats, and 


Vent lp but in the expectation of further attacks, I 


was taking measures for fortifying my camp imme- 


lner was to command one column of 300 !diately—the direction of this service I committed to 


llieut. Totten, of the engineers. But very soon the 
enemy were reinforced by ‘a detachment of severa! 


‘hundred Indians from Chipawa—they commenced 


the most confideptial and expericnced men to ma-!a furious attack ; but were promptly met and routed 
nage them. _Atan eaily hour in the night, lieutenant 'by the rifle and bayonet. By this time, I perceived 
colonel Christie marched his detachnient, by the rear my troops were embarking very slowly. I passed im- 
road, from Niagara to camp. At 7 in the evening | mediately over to accelerate their movements; but 
- Leutenant-colonel Stranahan’s regiment moved from \to my utter astonishment, I found that at the very 
Niagara Falls—at 8 .o’clock, Mead’s—and at 9, lieu-'moment when complete victory was in our hands, the 
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ardor of the unengaged troops had entirely subsided. refer you to captain Dox, who will have the honor to 
Yrode in all directions: urged the men by every consi- deliver you. this dispatch. Cuxaptaim Dox is an intel- 
deration to pass over—but in vain. Lieut. col. Bloom, 'l:gent officer, and much reliance may be placed on 
who had been wounded in action, returned, mounted his information and judgment. 
his horse and rode through the camp; ss didalso| Lam, with great respect, sir, your obedient ser- 
Judge Peck, who happened to be here, exhorting’ vant, 
the companies to proceed—but all in vain. {Signect } STN. VAN RENSSELAER. 
At this time a large reinforcement from Fort George Major gen. Dearbern. 
were discovered coming up the river. As the batte- —_— 
ty on the hill was considered an important check THE BATTLE OF QUEENSTOWN. 
against their ascending the heights, measures were! In addition to the official account we are induced 
immediately taken to send them a fresh supply of|to add some interesting particulars, unnoticed by 
ammunition, as I had learnt there were left only 20) een. Ven Rensselaer, but apparently worthy of en- 
shot for the 18 pounders. ‘The reinforcements, how-| tire confidence, being abstracted from a great mass 
ever, obligued to the right from the road and formed! of corroborative matter, furnished by different per- 
a junction with the Indians in the rear of the heights.! sons engeged in the affair. 
Finding to my infinite mortification,that no reinforce-| ‘Fhe whole number of troops that ctossed were less 
ment would pass over ; seeing that another severe! than 1000.* Cxpt. Ogilvie, of the regulars, who was 
conflict muct soon commence ; and knowing that the| taken prisoner,'has arrived at New-York, on parole. 
brave men of the heights were quite exhausted and|He left Queenstown on the 19th inst. He says, 
nearly out of ammunition, all I could do was to send} that about 60 were killed, 160 wounded and 700 
them a fresh supply of cartridges. At this critical) made prisoners—920; which was the whole that 
moment I dispatched a note to gen. Wadsworth, ac-| went over to Reht the British, and would have suc- 
quainting him with our situation—leaving the course| ceeded if they had been reinforeed.” Among the 
to be pursued much to his own judgment—with as-j prisoners are lieut. col. Fenwick, thrice wounded, 
surance that if he thought best to retreat, I would) of the flying artillery; lieut. col. Scott of the 2nd 
endeavor to send as many boats as I could command,| reg. U.S. artillery; lieut. col. Christie of the 13th 
and cover his retreat by every fire I could safely make.| infantry, and major Mullany of the 23d. 
But the boats were dispersed—many of the boatmen| The landing appears to have been effected under 
had fled, panic struck—and but few got off. Buta dreadful fire from the enemy. An instant appeal 
my note could but little more than have reached gen.| was made to the bayonet, and the British soon dispos- 
W. about 4 o’clock, when a most severe and obsti-| sessed of 2ll the advantages they had had in the 
nate conflict commenced and continued about halt} ground ; and the victory appeared complete, though 
an hour, with a tremendous fire of cannon, flying ar-| bravely contested. In what may be called the se- 
tillery and musketry. The enemy succeeded in re-|cond battle, lieut. col. Christie, with 320 men of his 
possessing their battery ; and gaining advantage on! regiment, charged the famous 49th British regiment, 
every side, the brave men who had gained the victo-| 609 strong, and put them completely. to flight. In 
ry, exhausted of strength and ammunition, and griev- attempting to rally them, gen. Brock was killed. 
ed at the unpardonable neglect of their fellow sol-| Still the triumph was on our side, and nothing seem- 
diers, gave up the conflict. ed wanting but strength to pursue the advantages 
F can only add that the victory was really won ;!so gallantly gained. The whole British force, (dis- 
but lost for the want of asmall reinforcement. One| covering that our troops were not reinforced,) made 
third part of theidle men might have saved all. battle a third time; our men, though outflanked and 
Ihave been so pressed with the various duties of| almost surrounded, fought them for an hour and. 
burying the dead, providing for the wounded, col-|, half more, when, worn down with eleven hours 
fecting the public property, negociating an exchange | exertion, prudence dictated a surrender to the foe 
of prisoners, and all the concerns consequent of such! three or four tunes as numerous. The lors of the 
a battle, that I have not been able to torward this'enemy, as well as the precise amount of his force 
dispatch at as early an hour as I could have wished.) engaged, is unknown. 
{shall soon forward vou snother dispatch in which} On the 14th, an arrangement was made between 
shall endeavor to point out to vou the conduct of) major-general Van Rensselaer and general Sheafe 
some most gallant and deserving officers. But li for the liberation of all the militia prisoners on pa- 
cannot in justice close this without expressing the!;ole not to serve during the war. We shall, perhaps, 
yery great obligation I am under to brigadier-gene-| be able to add many mteresting circumstances next 
ral Wadsworth, colonel Van Rensselaer, col. Scott,} week—and shall console ourselves with reflecting 
Leutenant-colonels Christie and Fenwick, and cap-/ that the vietory of the British is somethmg like that 
tain Gibson, Many others have also behaved gallant-| which they obtained at Bunker's Hill “m days of 
ly. As I have reason to believe that many of our| yore.” 
trcops fled to the woods, with the hope of crossing 7 (i> Since the above was prepared for the press, 
the river, I have not been able to learn the probable! we have received the following from a New-York 
iumber of killed, wounded, or prisoners. The slaugh-! paper, of the 28th :] 
ter of our troops must have be*n very considerabic. Capt. Ogilvie, of the 13th regiment, who was at 
And the encmy have suffered severely. ithe battle of Queenstown, and who led the detach- 
SrENERAL Brock 1s among their slain, and his aid-| ments that succeeded in taking the redoubt upon 
de-camp mortally wounded, ‘the heights there, arrived vesterday morning im the 
Ihave the honor to be, sir, with great respect and | Stcam-boat from Albany, and gives the followmg p2t- 
consideration, your most obedient servant. leiculars -— 
(S.gned) STN. VAN RENSSELAER. A detachment from the 13th regiment, consisting 
Major-General. |of about 390 men, under the command of colonel 
“Major-General Dearborn. Christie, and about 300 militia under the command 
HEAD QUARTERS, Lewiston, 15th Oct. 1812. | , 
Stn—For any further particulars respecting the ac-| * Another account says our force was 1320 men; 
tion ; the present situation and movements of our|of whom 700 were regulars, and that the British, 
troops ; the appearance of the enemy’s situation ;| inchiding their reinforcements, amounted to -3000, 
and our future prospects, generally, £ beg leave to} besides a host of Indian allies. 





























THE WEEKLY REGISTER—EVENTS OF THE WAR. 





141 








—— 


ef colonel Van Rennssellaer, received orders from to give an inch of ground, and acknowledged, afte 


the general to cross the Niagara river on the morn- 
ing of the 13th inst. which was in part effected before 
day, under a very heavy and destructive fire of grape 
und musket shot, from the British, who, it appears, 
were apprised of the attack. 

In crossing the river, three boats with troops, one 
of which contained lieut. col. Christie, were carried! 
by the rapid current of the river far below the point 
of landing ; and as soon as col. Christic’s boat touch- 
ed the shore, the only guide to the ground left tie 
colouel. 

In consequence of this disaster, not more than 200 
men at first effected a landing. ‘Those few, however, | 
marched on under a heavy fire, and formed # line on} 
the froxt of the battery, where they were sheltered: 
by a bank, upon the summit of which there was a 
battery, which proved very destructive to officers 
and men. From the fire of this battery, and that of 
a house on their right flank, colonel Van Renssellaer 
was wounded, and likewise capt. Armstrong, capt. 
Lawrence, capt. Wool, and lieut. Lent ; killed Lieut. 
Valleau and ensign Morris; all of the 13th. Col. 
Van Rensselaer, after he was wounccd, urged the 
troops to storm the heights. 

Sixty determined men, led by capt.Ogilvie, second- 
ed by capt. Wool (though wounded) and lieutenants 
Karney, Carr, Hugginan and Sammons, ensign Reve, 
of the 13th, lheuts. Randolph and Gansevoort, cir- 
cuitously mounted the heights, gave three cheers, 
and immediately charged ; and after the third 
charge gained complete possession, which they kept 
about 6hours. Among those sixty were ten of the 
militia. During the time they had possession of the 
heights, they received some reinforcement. Lieut. 
col. Christie effected a landing, and a body of militia 
—-amounting in the whole te about 500. Col. Scott 
superceded capt. Ogilvie in the command, seon after 
which the British received a reinforcement from 
forts George and Chippawa, amounting to about 
11,00, including Indians. The Indians were soon 
repulsed and driven to the wood. 

The attack of the Indizns and their war-whoop had 
such an effect upon the militia that when the troops 
had formed a line in three divisions, and were count- 
ed off, only 240 men, 110 of which were militia, re- 
mained. Previous to this, however, a column of 
British regulars advanced, commanded by general 
Brock. The British generals horse was killedgby a 
private of the name of Wilklow, who was enlisted in 
Orange county, shortly after which the general him- 
self fell within pistol shot of the American troops. 
The superiority in numbers of the British and, their 
Indian allies induced the American officers to holda 
consultation, at whicl: they were disposed to dispute 
the ground they held, but a note was received from 
gen. Van Renssellaer, informing them he could afford 
them no assistance, and that he would cover their 
retreat gt the battery at Fort Grey, and furnish beats 





the surrender, they had never fought with such 
brave men. They treated their prisoners with ten- 
derness and respect, and allowed them as much 
merit as brave men could desire. The number of 
American troops killed amounted to not more than 
69, and about 100 were wounded. The number of 
prisoners, including the wounded, amounted to about 
700. . 
But the victorious enemy, though generous and 
tender to those who by the fortune of war had fallen 
into their power, for the want of either the will or 
the power, imposed no restraint upon their Indian 
allies from strippifg and scalping the dying and the 
siain that remained upon the field of battle. Captain 
Ogilvie himself saw the lifeless body of ensign Mor- 
ris stripped even of his shirt, and the skull of one 
who had been wounded, was seen cloven by a toma- 
hawk. 

Gur informant saw the funeral of general Brock. 
The guns at Fort Niagara were fired dur'ng the ce- 
remony as a murk of respect due to a brave enemy. 

We close with the following neat description of 
Quecnstown, extracted from the Aurora : 

QUEENSTOWN 

Is a handsome town, immediately below the falls 
of Niagara, and at the head of the navigable waters 
of that strait ; it is the place of depot for all the 
merchandize and public stores, which are brought to 
that place from Kingston. Public stores for forts 
Erie and Malden, and merchand:ze for all the coun- 
try above, as well as the returns by that route down- 
ward, pass through Queenstown. They are trans- 
ported by waggons along the portage ten miles to 
Chippaway, now called Fort Welland above the falls. 
It has a fine harbor, deep water, and good anchorage ; 
the banks on both sides are elevated, and the land- 
scape among the most splendid and sublime in the 
universe. Several stage coaches constantly ply be- 
tween these towns and Newark. 

Newark is on the same side of the strait, nearer 
the entrance of Lzke Ontario.—Upon the evacuation 
of the western ports by the British, Fort Niagara 
was surrendered to the United States. The scite 
was selected in 1751 by the French, and was consi- 
dered as the key to the inland country. In its best 
state, it was, however, only a rampart of earth, scarp- 
ed with a stockade, and a spacious barrack within 
the work. The encroxchment of the waters threaten 
toundermine it ; but the erection of a work called 
Fort George on the Canadian side of the strait, on 
a potition which by being more elevated commands 
the position of our side, the work at Niagara has 
been suffered to decay, as indefensible. The point 
blanc distance of the two works is less thama mile, 
2 plain ofabout a mile over separates Fort George 
from Newark. Fort George is a work constructed 
of similar materials, and has been recently improv- 
ed, and its defences strengthened by double palli- 





to re-cross the river ; and finding by col. Stranahan 
that the militia would no longer act, a retreat wes 
resolved upon They retreated in good order with- 


out the loss of a man, to the margin of ‘ihe river ;, 


but to their extreme mortification, nota boat was 
there to receive them nor did any arrive. 
maining in this extremely painful situation about a 
quarter of an hour, this litthke band surrendered. to 
about five times their number. 

During this long and severe conflict, 1100 or 1206 
militia remained idle spectators on this side the 
river. 

The enemy consisted of a part of the 49th regi- 
ment, who, with gen. Brock, had signalised them- 
sclves in Fyypt, and from their valor were called the 
mvincibles. Betvre this. they had never been known 


Afier re-| 


jsades and several out works. Our position opposite 
{Queenstown is Black Rock. 


| 
; 





MILITARY. 


William Henmann, a private of the 15th U.S. re- 
\giment, was shot at Plattsburg on the 15th instant, 
in pursuance of the sentence of a court martial. His 
crime was desertion, with intent to pass over to the 
cnemy. Another soldier, of that same regiment, was 
tound guilty of the same offence, but pardoned, it 
having appeared to brig. gen. Bloomfield, that he was 
led from his duty by Henman. 


Five companies of volunteer artillery rendezvous- 
ed at Watertown, N. ¥. on the Ist inst. and marchet! 
for Sacket’s Harbor. 
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Three companies of volunteer infantry, one of rifle- 
men, and one of cavalry, rendezvoused at Troy, N. 
¥. on the 2nd, and marched for Plattsburg. 

About 4000 Kentuckians are in the Indiana terri- 
tory, under general Hopkins. One half of them are 
mounted riflemen. Ai our last accounts, they were 
about to make an excursion into the Prophet’s coun- 
try. 

‘Governor Tompkins arrived at Sackett’s Harbor 

onthe 7th inst. and encamped with the troops.—Re- 
gulars, volunteers and miltia, are marching from 
every direction to Plattsburg, Niagara, &.——The 
whole quota of the Vermont militia were embodied, 


Joseph Wheaton, in the quarter-master-general’s de. 
partment. mt 

Two thousand drafted militia and volunteers des- 
tined for Niagara, under the command of general 
Tannehill. | , . 

Two thousand drafted militia and volunteers under 
the command of general Crooks, directed to join the 
north-western army under the command of general 
Harrison. | | 

_ Twenty-eight pieces of cannon, for the same des- 
tination. 

A number of carriages, guns, howitzers, &c. the 
number not exactly known, will also leave this in a 





and to cross the lake to Plattsburg. There are very wy days. They will be under the direction and care 


few troops remaining at Greenbush. 

General Harrison returned to the army on the 2nd 
of Oct. and the best understanding prevails among 
the officers and men. He appears to be acting in so 
cautious and prudent a manner, as, with the gallant 


of that able and experienced soldier of the revolu- 
tion, major Amos Stoddard, and will no doubt be am- 
ply sufficient to answer the desired end. 

It is a pleasing task to notice these occurrences. 
They show that the government and its agents are 


spirits he has under him, must ensure complete stic-| fully determined, and are exerting every nerve, to 
cess. Atthis date he has probably been Joined by| prosecute the present honorable contest with vigor 


the troops from Pennsylvania and Virginia. 


The company of volunteers from Petersburg, Va. 
composed of 102 citizens, under the command of 


captain Richard McRae, took up the line of march 
for Canada on Wednesday week last. 
Extract of aletter from a field officer of the engineers, 

dated “Lake Ontario, Sackett’s Harbor, Oct. 10. 

“We arrived here on the Ist inst. with the gover- 
nor and com. Chauncey, who has lately been appoint- 
ed to the command of the lakes. Ihave been con- 
stantly employed in laying out batteries, redoubts, 
quarters, &c. necessary for this new and important 
post, as we are now concentrating and assembling 
our naval force to this point ; it has advantages equal 
if not superior to any on ihcSe waters, as to its com- 
plete protection from the winds and ice, which are 
serious considerations in this inhospitable clime.— 
The land commands one of the most beautiful sheets 
of water in the world, dotted with islands, whose 
tops dispute the passage of the clouds. This situa- 
tion is about 60 miles from where the lake empties 
itself into, and forms the St. Lawrence. Kingston is 
situated at the distance of 20 miles on the opposite 
shore, where the British have a large force, which 
keeps us on the alert. Never have Iseena more de- 
termined set of brave fellows, than are embodied 
here—all are ready and solicitous, and urge the ofh- 
cers to conduct them to the enemy. With such men, 
properly disciplined, we can confidently expect an 
easy conquest. Every exertion is making here by 
the government to get command of the lake ——We 
have a fine ship on the stocks, which will be finished 
the last of Nov. and will mount thirty-six 32-pound- 
ers, together with the brig Oneida mounting twenty 
39’s—with six merchant vessels, that are to be con- 
verted into gun-boats. As soon as they are complet- 
ed, an attack will certainly be made, and with every 
prospect of success. The force now collected at Nia- 
gara, amounts to 8,000 mcn. 

Marretta, Oct. 3.—On Monday last about 300 
Virginia militia embarked at Little Kanhawa, for 
Point Pleasant at the mouth of Great Kanhawa. 

On Thursday about 300 from Morgana county pass- 
ed on for the same rendezvous. " 

On the same day arrived one light infantry and ri- 
fle company from Pittsburg (12 months, men)in com- 
plete uniform. Their appearance was very good. 

7 PENNSYLVANIA REINFORCEMENTS, 

Since the first of September last, the following re- 
inforcements from Pénnsylvania have marched 
through this place on their way to join the north- 
western and the Niagara armies. _ 

Seven companies of infantry and riflemen and two 





and effect. (Pittsburg Me r. 


COMMFNDABLE JUSTICE IN THE ENEMY. 

In our paper of September 29, we gave an account 
of the plunder of several families at Sturgeon Point, 
by the crew of a British boat. 

A proper representation of the same having been 
made to the British commander at fort Erie, last 
week, a flag arrived and brought overall the plun- 
dered articles they couid find about the boats or ship, 
and three hundred doliars in British gold to repair 
the damage. We understand that a letter accompa- 
nied the money and goods, disavowing the unwar. 
rantable act and apoligizing in a very handsome 
manner for the outrage. The evils of war would be 
much diminishned, should this principle be acted up- 
on at all places on the frontiers. ib. 


Str. Louis, September 26. 
The following account of the attack on Fort Belle- 
Vue, was handed to us by a friend who was at that 
post during the siege. The position is one of the 
most meligible on the Mississippi for a place of 
defence : as trom an eminence their parade ground 
could be swept by small arms, and it is almost 
surrounded by chasms to within ten or twelve 
steps of the pickets and block-houses, from whence 
the Indians threw upwards of 500 pieces of burn- 
ing timber on the roofs of the houses ; and when 
the attack commenced there was no spot about 
the fort that did not emit a continued sheet of fire 
from guns, fiery arrows and brands, and did not af- 
ford the brave fellows within an opportunity of do- 
ing much execution, except now and then knock- 
ing over such red skins as had the impudence to 
peep over the bank. Lieutenants Hamilton and 
Vasques have done themselves much credit in 
defence of the post committed to their care. 


ATTACK ON FORT BELLE-VUE. 


Sept. 16th, 1812.—On the Sth inst. at half past 5 
Pp. M. this garrison was attacked by a party of Wina- 
bagoes, the number not precisely known, but suppos- 
ed to be upwards of 200. Fortunately there was only 
one soldier out of the garrison (John Cox) who fell a 
victim to the scalping knife. A constant firing on both 
sides were kept up until dark; early next morning they 
commenced again, and about 7 o’clock they set fire 
to a Mr. Graham’s boat ond loading, this man arrived 
on the 4th, they also burnt two boats belonging to the 
public ; soon atter they began to throw fire on the 
block-houses that stood near the bank of the river 
but not sufficiently near as to command the space 





troops ef cavalry, furnished and directed by captain 


between them and the river, syringes being made of 
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batt barrels, the roofs were wet so as to prevent 
fire taking ; during this time part of them killed the 
live stock, plundeved and burnt Mr, Julian’s houses, 
destroying the corn, and on the 7th they continued 
throwing fire on the block-houses and shot arrows in 
the roofs with matches tied to them. 


The morning being calm all their fire attempts on 
the block houses proved useless. In the evenmg 
they burnt Mr. M‘Nabb’s holise and attempted the 
smith shop, and it was generally believed they were 

only waiting for a favorable. wind to burn the facto- 
ry, so that it might catch the garrison, which would 
have been the certain means of destroying us all, to 
prevent that, as the evening was very calm, the com 
manding officer, Thomas Hamilton, despatched a 
soldier with fire to the factory ; and in less than $ 
hours that building was consumed without any dan- 
ger to the garrison—during this day several Indians 
crept into an old stable ang commenced shooting out 
of it, but ashot from the cannon by It. B. Vasques, 
soon made their yellow jackets fly. 


On the 8th we heard but little from them; seve- 
raul canoes were seen crossing the river,and on the 9th 
not an Indian was to be seen or gun fired. Lam happy 
to say no lives were lost in the fort, one man was 
slightly wounded in the nose The Indians must 
have had many killed, as seve1 a of them were seen 
to fall. 

NAVAL. 

The cartel ship Fawn, has arrived at Boston from 
Halifax, with 500 prisoners. The Spitfire, with 300 
more, was to sail in a few days after her. 

At our last Boston dates, the frigate Constitution, 
com. Bainbridge, sloop of war Hornet, capt. Law- 
rence, were on the point of leaving that port ona 
cruise. 

We are without news from com, Rodgers’ squadron 
—the Essex has sailed from the Delaware, and the 
Constellation, thoroughly repaired, is nearly ready 
for sea, at Washington, as is also the Adams ; the 
latter is to be commanded by the gallant Morris, 
late of the Constitution. We trust that this iittle 
force will be powerfully augmented by congress, as 
soon as possible. The very act of increasing our 
vessels of war, aided by-the practical proof we have 
bauey” afforded of their effect, will direct the enemy 
to peace—lest he may feel our strength on the ocean 
and lay the foundation ofa power that shall contend 
with him for the trident of the world. Had we the 
ships that Bonaparte keeps im his harbors—the whole 
navy of Great Britain Would not detain them in 
port. 

The vessel constructing at Sackett’s Harbor by 
Mr. Eckford of this city, says a New-York paper of 
the 26th ult. is rapidly progressing towards her com- 
pletion. The raising is furnished, and the workmen 
were building stages on the 17th inst. She is 112 
feet keel. The governor, at that time, was at Sack- 
ett’s Harbor, preparing the troops, which consisted 
of about 2, 000 soldiers. 

Sailed on Saturday morning, from N. York, on a 
cruise, the beautiful private armed ship York-Town, 
Thomas H. Storey, Esq. commander. The York- 
Town mounts 18 long 9’s, and has a crew of 150 


men. 
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Farrnaven, R.1. Oct. 


Launch.—The beautiful new privateer Governor 


Gerry, of 250 tons, and pierced for 18 guns, was 
L.unched from the ship yard in this village, on Wed- 
nesday last. 
the best materials, and good judges are of opinion 
that she will be a remarkable swift sailer. The 





She isa most beautiful vessel, built of 


American Prizes. 


(WEEKLY LIST—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 127.) 
229. Brig Favorite, 222 tons, 2 guns, from Cork 
for Pictou, in ballast, sent into Lynn, by the Indus- 
try of that port. 
‘230. Brig sir John Moore, from Dublin for Prince 
Edward’s Island, 177 tons burthen, sent into ditto 
by ditto. 
231. Brig Lord Sheffield, from Teneriffe for Que- 
bec, burnt by the Marengo, after taking out a few 
small articles. 
232. Schooner Betsey Ann, from the West Indies, 
laden with sugar, captured in sight of Halifax harbor 
{by the Fame privateer, and sent into Salem. 
233. Brig William and Charlotte, sent into Salem 
by Praag Montgomery. 
234. Brig Henry, from Liverpool for Halifax, la- 
den with cr rates, salt and coal, a valuabie vessel, sent 
into Salem by the John, of that port. 
235. Schooner Four Brothers, from the West In- 
dies for Newfoundland, sent into Salem by the Fame 
privateer. 
236. Schooner Four Sons, from the Bay of Cha- 
leur, laden with fish and furs, sent into Salem by 
the Fame of that port. 
237, 258. Two schooners sent into Portland by 
the Dart privateer—one in ballast, the other with 
live stock. 
239. Schooner Antelope, of Curracoa, sent inte 
Charleston by the Rosamond of New-York. 
240. Schooner Dawson, captured off the island of 
Jamaica, laden with sugar, rum and coffee, and 
sent into Savannah by the Wasp of Baltimore. 
(cpMany American vessels, with goods from Exg- 
land, have been sent into port by our privateers, on 
suspicion of having British property on board. These 
have not been noticed in our list ; but, it appears, 
the facts are, in many instances, as they were sup- 
posed ; and, if the proper proof can be furnished, 
condemnations toa great amount will take place — 
It is positivel: stated that one of the Yankee’s prizes 
of this description will afford the privateer the enor- 
mous sum of 200,000 dolls. 








“The American Captains.” 

It isa source of honest pride to look over the an- 
nals of our revolutionary war and observe, that, in 
every instance, where an Jmerican vessel, of equal 
force, came into contact with a Aritish ship, the 
former was the conqueror. Nay, there are several 
memor able affairs in which our vessels of inferior 
force, gallantly. carried the best appointed ships of 
the enemy. The capture of the Serapis, by Paul 
Jones, and the General Moni, by Joshua Barney, are 
striking cases in point. So fur as we can judge by 
the events of the present war, the courage of our 
seamen,(yet unused to arms,) will inevitably produce 
the same effects. 

The following is extracted from Codbdeti’s Regisicr 
of June 9, 1808. His contempt for the American 
Icharacter, and all that belongs to us, was [and is} 
universally felt by the ministerial interest to which 
he was nearly allied; having “ deserved a statue of 
gold,” as Windham declared in parliament, for his 
services in the United States of America. Two 
years imprisonment appears to have brought Mr. 
Codbéett a little to his senses, though it may not have 
corrected his morals. But THIRTY MINUTES fete a 
tete between “captain Hutz.” and captain Dacres, 
wofully divested the latter of all his high “ notions,” 
and perhaps may have the same effect on his mas- 
ters. Murray” and © Chauncey” have “ only lack- 





keel of this vessel was laid only 48 days. previous to 
the launch. . : 


ed opportunity” —-Rodgers and Decatur perhaps, may 
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have it. If they do not mect with more than double 
theit force, others of “ his msjesty’s captains” will 


be taught a useful lesson of humility. 


Codbett is commenting on the proceedings of the 
court of enquiry instituted io examine mto the sur- 
render of the Chesapeake irigate, to the British ship 


Leopord—ond says 


THE CHRONICLE. 


Immense quantities of British goods have Jately arrived in the 
United States from Canatla.—500 waggous laden with them, ard 
said to have passed through Saratoga, N. Y. ina single week. The 
pretence is, that they belong to citizens of the U. States, who are 
allowed a ceitain time to remove their property from Canada. 
We trust that the right of property will Ne carefully exainined 
into: It is confidently stated, that some imillions of dollars worth 
of goods, brought hither by the lute vessels from Eugland, will 












6 . ps . “ . or : » *. : . . 
it was no trial of poor Barron ; the real object of! pass to the benefit of our privateers—a great portion is covered by 


* it has nothing to do with Aim; it Was intended as 
“an apology for an American ship, ‘the commodore of 


traitors. 
A file of Mexican gazettes have been received at Philadel phia— 


“ the American navy’ being so shamefully beaten; and | Mest date June 3. These papers give some traly pompous ac- 


counts of the victories of the tories of that country over the whigs. 


6 7 r y fa > 4 ' . . - . . . 
“* to any one W ho krows the parties as I do, it must| But the end is not yet. Liberty will erect her stindard in Mexico. 
*€ be rood diversion to hear the pompous statement of} We are much relieved by the following article : 


‘captain Alexander Murray, and ISAAC HULL and 


Alexandria, Louisinna, Sept. 6, 1812.—Two companies of the 
troops lately at Nacogdoches, have been ordered on as far as Tri- 
nity, to possess themselves of and occupy that place until the arny- 


possible dispatch to St. Antonio. ‘Che party inercases every day, 


** Isaac Chauncey, while to those who do not know 

** them, it may be necessary to say, that, in forming |! of the main force, From this place they will proceed with all 
‘ an idea of them, they must totally divest their minds and the most sanguine hopes are entertained of complete success. 
* of all the notions, which they have been accustomed io 

ae 


entertain of the CAPTAINS OF OUR NAVY.” 


. What Says the noble Guerriere to this—* one of narchy in the west. Mexico taken and the republic trump 
the best vessels that ever swam?” Destroyed in 


Gen. Ryan’s force in the vicinity of Mexico, amounts to between 
15 and 20,000 men—and it is supposed a attempt, if not already, 
will very soon be tiade on this last remaining Srop of eae ie 

is! 


A quantity of the wool taken from San Brano, passed this place 


thirty minutes, likea cock boat, by the “Jsaac Huil.?}a few days since fer Natchez. It is we learn, to be exchanged for 








Army of the Umited States. 


arms and other military stores, necessary to the more complete 

equipiient and accommodation of the republican party. 
Massachusetts.—The two branches of the legislature of Massa- 

chusetts have at length agreed as to the manner in whieh the elec- 


The fotlowing officers of the old army have re-|tors of President and Vice-President are to be chosen. They arc 


ceived brevet commissions of one grade in advance 
of their present rank, under an «ct passed at the 
last session, authorising the issuing brevet commis- 
sions to all officers who shall have served for ten 


years in any one grade in the army: 


Brigadier-general James Wilkinson, coloncl Hen- 


ty Burbeck, lientenant-coloncl Constant Freeman 


tuin John Whistler, captain Hugh M‘Call. 


General Wilkinson of course now ranks as major- 


Seneral by virtue of this promotion. Nat. Int. 








The British Parliament. 


Our remarks upon the British parliament, in vol. 
1, page 95, of the Weexty Reeister, much ruffled 
the temper of some, though compelled to admit the 
truth and justice of all we advanced. We said, it 
was well known that seats in the house of commons 


were disposed of with as little ceremony as bags of 


wool. In the London Morning Chronicle of the 12th 
of May, 1809, there is a long debate on a charge 
made by Mr. Jfadocks, a member of parliament, as 
follows : 

* T affirm, then, that Mr. Dick purchased a seat in 
* the howse of commons for the borough of Cashel, 
* through the agency of the honorable Henry Wel- 
** lesley, who acted for, and on behalf of, the treasu- 
“ry; that upon a recent question of the last impor- 
* tance, when Mr. Dick had determined to vote ac- 
** cording to his conscience, the noble lord, Castir- 
“ reaca, did intimate to that gentleman the neces- 
*‘ sity of either his voting with the government, or 
* posigning his seat in that house ; and that Mr. Dick, 
“* sooner than vote against principle, did make choice 
“‘ of the latter alternative, and vacate his seat ac- 
* cordingly. To this transaction 1 charge the right 
** honorable gentlemen, Mr. Perceval, as being pri- 
* vy and having connived at it. This Iwill ENGAGE 
“TO PROVE BY WITNESS AT YOUR BAR, if 
*“ the house will give me leave to call them.” ———At 
the end of the debate, which ensued upon this, the 
question was taken upon a motion FOR AN ENQUI- 
RY into the matter; there appears, from the report, 
to have been 395 members present; and, out of 395, 
85 voted for the motion, which, of course, was lost, 
there being three hundred and ten out of three hun- 


“ 


to be elected in districts formed by the common pleas circuits. The 
resolve passed the senate 21 to 12—and was determined in the 
house without opposition. It has also been approved of by the fo- 
vernor. The Boston [federal] papers calculate that 17 federal 
electors will be chosen by this method. The Centinel says, it was 
opposed * by the prominent Madisonians.” -Upor the whole, how. 
ever, so far as we are informed ofthe matter, the plan adopted may 
be considered as fair ; the court districts having been laid out with- 
outany reference to party feelings or interests. It is our opinion 


eee oo Hie > " : >' that the vote of the state will be nearly neutralized. John Adams, 
major William Mac Rea, captsin Nehemiah Free- ’ 


tian, captaim Lloyd Beall, major Zcbulon Pike, cap- 


late President of the U. States, is off red as one of the electors 
pledged to the support of Messrs. Madison and Gerry 

Though four was sold for more than 11 dolls. per barrel,in Bal- 
timore, during the present week, the sale of whcat (to the millers} 
has been dull at a proportionate price, under the idea that congress 
would immediately stop the supplies of the enemy. Flour at Lis- 
bon, Sept. 9, was only 17 dollars. 


Itis said that a mechanic at Chesnut Mill, near Philadelphia, has 
discovered the perpetual motien. It is further stated, that he has 
been offered 200,000 dols. for the patent right of this allainportaut 
discovery. Jf this is true, we shail hear more about it. 





To the American owners, supercarzoes and masters of vessels, now 
lying in the bay of Funchal, Madcira- 





Gentlemen, 
I have the honor to inform you that captain Skeene, of 
iH. B. M. ship Munden, ealled at my house, and iv the politest 
iterms, promised to give we up the part gf the crew of the Anm- 
isterdain packet, captured by, and now om board the ship under his 
command, provided I would give him a proper reevipt, stating that 
they should be exchaiged for as mauy British subjects of the same 
rank, should the war continue ; which I im:nediately agteed to do. 
He likewise declared that he would respect the neutrality of this 
port, and that the American vessels now in port might remain in 
the greatest security, as he would by no mcans molest them ; at the 
same time expressing his wish that Ameriean armed vessels may 
be actuated by the sae mogives. He likewise informs me, that it 
is the general opmion in England, as it is the greatest wish, that 
matters will speedily be amicably adjusted between our two na- 
os. 

If this information will be of any use to any of you, my object 
is obtained ; and in the mean time I continue, gentlemen, your obe- 


dient servant, - 
JAMES LEANDER CATHCART. 


Consulate of the U. States of America, 
Madeira, August 30th, 1812, 


NEW-JERSEY ELECTION—General Result. 








dsed and ninety five, Who voted against the enquiry. 






REPUBLCAN. FEDERAL. 
Coun. As- Coun. As. 

Bergen . . ° . 2 . . 2 1 3 
Essex . . ~ . . oi 4 
M: uTIS 7 - ‘ . > 1 bs 
Sussex. ° ° . ° 2. qa 
Middkk ‘Sex - > . . 1 3 
Somerset ° + . . . 1 3 
Hunterdon . . ~ * 1 1 3 
Burhngton 7 ° ° . . 1 a 
Monmouth Bi Merce tS 1 3 
Salem . - © 7 . . 1 1 
Gloucester age BS I eos 1 3 
Cumberland ° 7 eg ae 2 
Cape-May prt et ieee 1 1 
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